
W hy do we go 
boating? To find 
delight as we 

see what’s over the horizon. 
Derek Mader asks why not 
also seek joy when we’re 
shopping for a new boat as 
well as when we own one? 
And if that means turning 
a boat shopping trip into a 
vacation, then so much the 
better.

“If our clients are up for it, 
we’re very happy to give them 
an excuse to travel,” says the 
president of Executive Yacht. 
It isn’t mandatory, but it’s 
not unusual for his clients to 
travel to the Mediterranean to 
field test boats. 

One couple recently was 
interested in an Azimut yacht. 
The company was having a 
regatta on the island of Capri, 

with 40 boats up to 200 feet 
in length. “We went there 
and test-drove a number 
of different yachts so they 
could get a feel for them,” 
says Derek. “It helped them 
decide exactly what they were 
looking for.”

Other clients have been 
to see Frauscher boats in 
Cannes and Monaco, or 
Sunseeker in Southampton, 

or  Carver in Fort 
Lauderdale. It’s part of a 
boat-buying experience that 
celebrates made-to-measure 
rather than off-the-rack.

“We have very few boats in 
stock,” Derek explains. “We’re 
not going to sell you a boat 
just because that’s the one that 
we happen to have available. 
Nearly everything we sell is 
customized to some degree.”

How custom is entirely up 
to the client. It could be a 
matter of configuring the 
interior layout, selecting 
certain finishes, or installing 
a unique navigation system. 
Or it could involve crafting 

a boat with a completely 
unique look. “If you want a 
deep purple boat, then we 
can get you a deep purple 
boat,” Derek says, adding 
“we would also advise you 
why that might not be a good 
idea. But it’s ultimately the 
client’s decision.”

Bespoke builders 
Executive Yachts works with 
a limited number of builders. 
All are family-run, and most 
of them build a fairly small 
number of boats. “Vanquish 
builds just 27 boats a year,” 
says Derek. “We can connect 
our client and the owner of 
the company, and discuss 
details and progress of the 

build. And the owner is there 
ensuring that every aspect of 
that boat meets his quality 
control standards.”

Executive Yacht’s half dozen 
locations include a head 
office and design centre, 
located just a block from the 
water at Toronto’s Queen’s 
Quay.  From here, clients 
can explore design options, 
sample materials, or even 
arrange a digital tour of the 
factory to see how their boat 
is progressing.

The boats can range in size 
from a 21-foot centre console 
all the way to 200 feet and 
beyond.  

Taking advantage of tech 
The quest for the perfect 
boat begins by discussing the 

way the client plans to use 
it. “There was a time when 
people would start out with 
a 24-footer, then progress 
to a 30, and then keep going 
up,” says Derek. “Technology 
now means you don’t need to 
do that. We have people who 
buy a 60 foot yacht as their 
first boat, because that’s the 
size that meets their needs.”

Joystick controls, “sky hook” 
systems that use a GPS to 
hold a boat in exact position, 
remote diagnostics and repair 
systems in case of mechanical 
breakdown – all of them 
have put large boat yachting 
comfortably in the hands of 
new boaters. “Twenty years 
ago, to suggest a 70-footer 
to someone as their first boat 
would have been ludicrous,” 
says Derek. “Now, an eight-

year-old could drive one.”

“We brought a 66-foot yacht 
from Wisconsin to Toronto 
recently. A storm knocked out 
the radar, so we just navigated 
with an iPhone instead.”

Ready when you are 
Having your boat customized 
needn’t be a lengthy process, 
Derek notes. Builders always 
have boats in process, and not 
all of them have been spoken 
for. “The finishing materials 
are usually what people want 
to customize, and those are 
the last elements to be built. 
It’s not unusual to be able 
to customize a boat that’s 
nearing completion – you 
don’t need to have the entire 
boat built from scratch.”

And sometimes, all that 

needs to be customized is the 
delivery. “We were arranging 
to bring a boat to a client’s 
cottage in Ontario, when he 
asked if we could send it to his 
property in Florida instead,” 
says Derek. “He got the boat 
there, and then drove it up 
here himself.”

And that, he notes, is exactly 
what getting a new boat is all 
about: having the right boat 
in the right place, at the right 
time to enjoy it. DS
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“If our clients are up for it, we’re happy to give them an excuse to travel.”

Touring the shipyard (left)  
is an option when designing  

your custom yacht

Derek Mader, President  
of Executive Yacht (right)
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