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Champions. Again.

Alegra Motorsports and Porsche Centre Oakville are celebrating another motorsport championship, 

winning the GTD class in the 2017 Rolex 24 at Daytona. The team of Carlos de Quesada, Michael de 

Quesada, Jesse Lazare, Michael Christensen and Porsche Centre Oakville motorsport ambassador and 

GT3 Cup champion Daniel Morad overcame early adversity to charge back in the final hours of the race 

to capture an amazing victory.

Porsche Centre Oakville
2250 South Service Road West
Oakville, Ontario L6L 5N1
Toll Free: 1.855.319.7534

Email: porsche@policaro.ca
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WELCOME TO OUR WORLD

SUPER AVENGER II

At the heart of the most extreme missions you’ll find exceptional men prepared to entrust their security only to 

the most high-performing instruments. At the heart of exceptional missions you’ll find the Breitling Avenger. A 

concentrated blend of power, precision and functionality, Avenger models boast an ultra-sturdy construction and 

water resistance ranging from 100 to 3000 m (330 to 10,000 ft). These authentic instruments for professionals 

are equipped with selfwinding movements officially chronometer-certified by the COSC – the only benchmark 

of reliability and precision based on an international norm. Welcome to the world of extremes. Welcome to the 

Breitling world.
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D AW N
A striking, seductive encounter

The new Dawn has arrived – a Rolls-Royce like no other.  
A striking true four-seater, it captures the exhilaration of  
open-top driving with an interior crafted in anticipation  

of unforgettable moments between friends.

Anything is possible. Contact us to start your journey.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Toronto 
740 Dupont Street, Toronto, ON, Canada, M6G 1Z6 

Tel: 1 877 975 9444  www.rolls-roycemotorcars-toronto.com
© Copyright Rolls-Royce Motor Cars NA, LLC 2017. The Rolls-Royce name and logo are registered trademarks.



If driving a European vehicle is your passion, it’s time to 

visit GermanParts.ca - An online OEM part source 

supplier where drivers across Canada can feel secure 

knowing they are purchasing quality replacement parts, 

at affordable prices!

Visit us online and save.
Next Day, Flat Rate Shipping

GermanParts.ca
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THE REAL  MEASURE OF A SUIT 
IS WHAT’S “UNDER THE HOOD”

Unparalleled performance, for all of life’s roads.
 

Bentayga.
Introducing the extraordinary SUV.

The name 'Bentley' and the 'B' in wings device are registered trademarks. © 2017 Bentley Motors Limited. Model shown: Bentayga.
For more information, call 416 530 1880 or visit BENTLEY TORONTO 740 Dupont Street, Toronto, ON M6G 1Z6, Canada. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHERS

When our March issue is released we know we’re in the home 
stretch before “car season” begins. Soon many of our friends will be 
disconnecting their battery tenders to wake up their pride and joy 
from the long winter hibernation.

Although the winter drives many of us to warmer destinations, we 
are excited to have a large presence at the Canadian International 
Auto Show this year. Our “Autostrada Canadian Collectors” booth 
will host five unique cars from friends’ local collections that have 
generously allowed us to have them on display.

The name Robert Wickens may not be a household name in Canada, 
but head over to Europe and Rob is one of the most popular drivers 
on the grid at the DTM or “Deutsche Tourenwagen Masters” races. 
Coming from humble beginnings in Guelph, Ontario Robert chose 
go-kart racing over hockey and never looked back.

As the seasons change, stay tuned to our social media channels 
to receive updates on our upcoming events and activities. We are 
fortunate to be working with an incredible team of partners in the 
magazine and we look forward to crossing paths with everyone 
during the year!

See you in June,

Lucas & Sean

CONTRIBUTORS
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A BETTER WAY TO BUY YOUR NEXT CAR
647.668.1680

2290 Dixie Road, Mississauga
e: mike@vehicle-direct.ca
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ur interview with Robert 

Wickens took place soon 

after Nico Rosberg made the 

surprise announcement that he was 

retiring from the Mercedes Formula 

One team, having just won the World 

Championship. So, we could be 

forgiven for wondering out loud if 

he was about to drop an exclusive 

bombshell on us and reveal that he had 

been named as Nico’s replacement.

After all, as a former member of the 

Mercedes Junior Driver Program, 

and as the current number one 

driver on the factory Mercedes HWA 

Deutsche Tourenwagen Masters 

(DTM) Championship team, who, after 

being hand-picked by Totto Wolff,  

had come tantalizingly close to 

capturing the 2016 title, Mercedes F1 

would be hard pressed to find someone 

more qualified.

Not to mention his lifetime of success 

in open wheel racing, including being 

crowned the 2011 Formula Renault 

champion, with stints behind the 

wheels of the Lotus and Red Bull F1 

cars as an events driver and a reserve 

driver for Marussia Virgin. But instead, 

Wickens explained, he was perhaps  

the only driver not to throw his hat in 

the ring.

Instead, he was home, in Guelph 

Ontario, for the Christmas break 

in between test sessions for the 

upcoming 2017 DTM championship 

season where he will strive to become 

Canada’s second (first homegrown) 

DTM Champion.

The reason why Wickens is one 

of Canada’s most successful yet 

relatively unknown racing talents is 

attributable to the fact that the series 

that he competes in, DTM, receives 

paltry coverage on virtually all North 

American media outlets, despite 

the fact that the series, which pits 

Mercedes, BMW and Audi sports cars 

against each other, is hugely popular in 

Europe and provides some of the most 

exciting racing anywhere. 

Fans are treated to the sight of 600 

horsepower versions of German sports 

cars that resemble the cars we the 

public can take home from our local 

ROBERT WICKENS’ 
MOTORSPORTS JOURNEY

HIDDEN
GEM

STORY BY MICHAEL BUCCIONI
PHOTOS COURTESY ROBERT WICKENS & MERCEDES



showrooms, roar around the track, 

often banging into one another, “like 

fancy Nascar,” as Wickens puts it.

Hockey’s loss was racing’s gain. As a 

six-year-old, Wickens accompanied 

his mother to work. She was a school 

bus driver. On that daily route, he 

befriended a kid who invited him to 

come and watch him race karts. After 

his first visit to the track, Wickens 

decided that he wanted to try it for 

himself. So, he asked his parents to sign 

him up for the upcoming season. He 

was already scheduled to start hockey, 

along with most of his friends and his 

parents told him that he would have to 

make a decision, that he could do one 

or the other. Wickens went with karting 

and was pulled from the winter hockey 

program in favour of the spring karting 

season. He could barely wait for winter 

to be over. 

When the time came, he was bursting 

with excitement to launch his racing 

career. However, there was a slight 

problem. He was still too young to race.

One can only imagine his 

disappointment. What’s worse, his 

parents had already paid to register 

him and weren’t prepared to let their 

hard earned money go to waste, so, his 

older brother Trevor was parachuted in 

to take his seat. Still, he went along to 

every race, biding his time. As it turned 

out, Trevor didn’t much care for kart 

racing, but he did discover that he 

loved working on the kart. 

When his brother was finally was old 
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enough to get behind the wheel the 

next season, Trevor transitioned into 

the mechanic position, a role that he 

performed, along with their father, 

for the duration of Robert’s extremely 

successful karting career. In fact, Trevor 

went on to run his own professional 

kart team, which occasionally has the 

benefit of having a guest appearance 

by a certain sports car driver.

Wickens’ career progressed steadily 

through the open wheel ranks. Having 

won multiple kart championships, 

he moved on to Formula BMW, GP3 

and eventually Formula Renault. He 

was able to secure the role as the 

Marussia Virgin reserve driver, and here 

he participated in some of the Friday 

practice sessions. 

Up until this point, Wickens’ entire 

career had been in open wheel race 

cars, but life sometimes simply decides 

that it has other plans for you. 

There is no doubt that as a younger 

racer, he aspired to join the F1 fraternity; 

however, the modern day reality is that 

without huge sponsorship backing, even 

someone as talented as he would have 

a difficult time securing an F1 race seat. 

The smaller teams, such as Marussia 

(now Manor) and Sauber, all require 

drivers to bring large sponsorship 

packages on board, something that he 

has had difficulty in obtaining, especially 

from corporate Canada.

Wickens is keen to raise his own 

profile and that of his series, not only 

for his own benefit, but as a means 

of providing new and better avenues 

to showcase the incredible talent of 

fellow Canadian drivers. As is often 

the case in this country, we seem to 

be the last ones to hear about this 

homegrown talent. Indeed, Wickens’ 

talent, success and personality is better 

recognized in Munich than in Toronto.

As you would imagine, he calls many 

of the top tier Canadian race car drivers 

friends, but perhaps none more so than 
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former Autostrada cover star, James 

Hinchcliffe. Good natured rivalry aside, 

Wickens claims not to be jealous of 

Hinch’s dance skills displayed recently 

on Dancing with the Stars. In fact, he has 

a theory as to how former Indy driver 

Helio Castroneves managed to win 

DWTS while Hinchcliffe finished second. 

“Drivers have to memorize complex 

track layouts as the dancers have 

to memorize their dance steps,” he 

explains. “Furthermore, successful race 

car drivers have a tremendous work 

ethic and practicing or training for five 

hours at a time is second nature to us.” 

The same skills that create a successful 

driver translate into talent in other 

areas of life, including dance – buy it 

or not, there’s no denying Hinchcliffe 

can cut a rug. 

As a reward for winning the Formula 

Renault Championship, Wickens was 

given a test at Abu Dhabi in the Lotus 

Formula one car and his impressive 

lap times caught the eye of Toto Wolff 

(then silent partner in Williams F1 and 

Director of Mercedes DTM program, 

now head of Mercedes F1). He admits 

that when he got the call from Toto, he 

had to Google him to figure out who 

he was. But when he found out, he 

was excited.

Wolff asked Wickens if he would be 

interested in trying out for the Mercedes 

DTM team. It was an interesting and 

challenging change for him to go from 

open wheel to sports cars. It was his 

first race car with a roof, as he puts 

it. About the only similarity he could 

point to was that they both had four 

tires and a steering wheel. However, 

his natural skill and determination to 

succeed ensured that he would not fail 

to impress. He is now entering his fifth 

year in the series.

Although he eventually finished fourth 

in the 2016 standings, Wickens entered 

the last race weekend with a solid 

opportunity to take overall victory. As 

with any season, there were moments 

of misfortune that ultimately caused 

him to fall short. However, he did win 

2 races, was on the podium a further 

3 times and finished in the top 10 on 

11 occasions. We can watch his season 

unfold in the all-access documentary 

“No Regrets” that was made of the 

DTM season and released late 2016. 

Wickens even made it onto the poster. 

(Perhaps this could lead to his next 

career once he has accomplished all 

his racing goals.)

He explains that DTM is the most 

competitive series in which he has ever 

participated. In large part, this can be 

attributed to the fact that every driver in 

the series deserves to be there and no 

one is in DTM just to make up numbers 

or bring sponsorship money to a team. 

But also, DTM is highly regulated, with 

weight penalties attributed from race 

to race based on success, which are 

meant to ensure closer competition. 

This makes for some very interesting 

qualifying strategies where some 

teams purposely give away grid 

positions in order to avoid weight 

additions, confident that they will be 

able to make up places with their race 

pace. For example, in the Moscow 

race, Wickens’ Mercedes was 30 kg 

heavier than his Audi rivals.
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In addition, DTM cars are extremely 

dependent on their aerodynamic 

bodywork, such that even a tiny broken 

winglet can have a serious impact 

on a car’s handling. This has lead to 

some rather suspect behaviour where 

drivers intentionally try and damage an 

opponent’s bodywork and destroy his 

chances of winning. Wickens has not 

been immune to such dubious tactics. 

There was the time that Timo Scheider 

was allegedly given the directive from his 

team to take out Wickens, which he did 

by ramming him from behind. Scheider 

and the team deny this was intentional.

As bizarre as that incident was, Wickens 

recounts the strangest moment in 

his career happened at a Red Bull 

event in Mexico. His job was to drive 

a Formula One car on the city streets, 

fast. But when the thousands of fans 

that showed up became a little too 

exuberant, ultimately breaking through 

the flimsy chain-link security fence 

and spilling on the road, he also had 

to stop, fast. Luckily, Formula One cars 

can brake on a dime, otherwise there 

would have been more than a few 

Mexican hood ornaments that day.

But the constant travel of his racing 

career does take its toll. He admits the 

thing he misses most when he’s away 

racing in Europe, is his family. He has 

been fortunate over the last year to 

have his girlfriend Karli Woods join him 

at some of his races, though. Woods, 

famous in her own right as a model, 

had never been to a race before dating 

him, but has since become a huge fan. 

She’s even taken the initiative and read 

the DTM rule book, an act he sheepishly 

admits he has not done.

Wickens refers to DTM racing as a 

hidden gem. We believe that it is 

Wickens who is Canada’s hidden racing 

gem. But we’re also confident that, with 

his talent, he will not remain hidden for 

much longer.

Reimagine just how sublime yachting can be. With Sea Ray Yachts, brilliant aesthetics
are a given, but these yachts prove there is no style so luxurious as style founded on

commanding performance, rock-solid reliability and world-class craftsmanship. This
is luxury with soul, with might, with beauty. This is luxury inspired, at a marine dealer rated the best in the 

country, Pride Marine Group.

Pride Marine Group | 1.866.935.9655 | contact@pridemarinegroup.com | searay.pridemarinegroup.com
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BREITLING 
BENTLEY B55 SUPERSPORTS

To celebrate the launch of the Bentley Continental Supersports, Breitling 

for Bentley has created a limited-edition chronograph with a titanium 

case, carbon dial and a connected movement equipped with functions 

dedicated to motorsports. A performance-packed model in the vanguard 

of technology.

The magnificent Breitling for Bentley 

adventure first hit the road in 2003 with 

the launch of the Continental GT, for 

which Breitling notably designed the 

dashboard clock. It has since given 

rise to a rich collection of mechanical 

chronographs that is now extended 

by a standout chronograph developed 

in tribute to the new Continental 

Supersports: the fastest Continental 

ever built with a top speed of 209 mph 

(336 km/h), a 0-60 mph acceleration 

time of 3.4 seconds (0 to 100 km/h 

in 3.5 seconds) as well as an entirely 

revisited design.

Issued in a 500-piece worldwide 

edition, this Bentley Supersports B55 

immediately stands out by its resolutely 

sporty appearance, with a sturdy and 

light titanium case framing a dial in 

carbon fibre – a favourite material in 

the motorsports arena and featured in 

many details of the new Continental 

Supersports. This intrepid touch is 

further enhanced by a double-layer 

red-edged and lined black rubber strap. 

Such exceptional bodywork deserved 

an equally exceptional engine.

For the first time in the history of Breitling 

A CONNECTED SPORTSTER 
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for Bentley, Breitling has equipped a 

chronograph dedicated to the British 

carmaker with an electronic movement 

– and a very special one at that. This new 

version of its in-house B55 connected 

calibre is enriched with functions tailor-

made for the automobile universe. 

Alongside the flyback chronograph, lap 

timer and electronic tachymeter, this 

B55 “Racing” calibre features three types 

of exclusive chronograph functions. 

Firstly, the “chrono rally” function serves 

to record up to 30 stages, complete with 

the departure date of the rally, the start 

time and duration of each stage, as well 

as intermediate times for each stage, 

while adding in any penalties incurred. 

Secondly, the “chrono race” function 

designed for track races enables the 

user to record the split times for each 

lap and calculate the average speed per 

lap. Thirdly, the “regularity rally” function 

(useful in competitions in which the 

objective is to cover a given distance in 

a given time) affords the possibility of 

predefining target times or intermediate 

times out of a total time, and then 

checking at the press of a button 

whether one is meeting those goals.

The entirely autonomous Bentley 

Supersports B55 has been designed 

as a full fledged chronograph, with 

the smartphone connection used to 

enhance its functionality and to store 

or transmit data. The smartphone app 

has been developed in Switzerland 

specifically for this watch. The two 

ultra-legible LCD (liquid crystal display) 

screens are equipped with a backlighting 

system that can be activated by pressing 

the crown or by tilting the wrist – a 

welcome asset in the heat of the action.

A high-octane tribute to the sportiest of 

the Continental GT, and a showcase for

Breitling’s trademark innovation, this 

Bentley Supersports B55 with its officially 

chronometer-certified SuperQuartzTM 

movement once again pushes the 

limits of functionality, precision and 

performance. The epitome of vanguard 

connected chronograph technology.

Movement: Manufacture Breitling Calibre B55, officially chronometer-certified by 

the COSC. Thermocompensated SuperQuartzTM, analogue and digital 12/24-hour 

LC backlit display. 1/100th of a second chronograph, UTC, “chrono rally”, “regularity 

rally”, “chrono race” functions, lap timer, electronic tachymeter, countdown, 2nd 

timezone, 7 daily alarms, perpetual calendar with week display, battery-charge 

indicator. Case: titanium (500-piece limited series). Water-resistant to 100 m. Sapphire 

crystal, glareproofed on both sides. Diameter: 46 mm. Dial: Carbon. Strap: TwinPro.
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ACROSS  
THE POND
THE JOURNEY OF ARNO SCHMIDT’S DB6

STORY BY MICHAEL RILEY
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A 
nondescript wooden box lies 

on a bench in Arno Schmidt’s 

garage in Mississauga. The 

retired electrical engineer 

and car enthusiast is building a cache 

of spare parts for his 1966 Aston Martin 

DB6 Vantage. Called a Continental 

Touring Kit, it provided travelling Aston 

owners with peace of mind if there 

wasn’t a dealership around for service. 

It’s designed to fit neatly under the fuel 

tank in the boot (or trunk, as we say 

here in North America). 

 

Aston Martin was founded by Robert 

Bamford and Lionel Martin in 1913 

and purchased by Sir David Brown 

after WWII. Needing a car company to 

realize his dream of a LeMans victory, he 

purchased Aston Martin and went ahead 

paving the way for the future of the 

company. The DB (for “David Brown”) 

series of sports saloons were birthed 

under his watch. The sixth iteration of 

these cars, the DB6, was produced from 

1965 to 1971, enjoying the longest run 

for any Aston model to that time.

 

Schmidt came into possession of his 

DB6 Vantage almost 30 years ago when 

he was working for Nortel in England. 

Initially on the lookout for a Ferrari or 

Lamborghini, he subsequently turned 

his attention to Aston Martins. He 

describes what he sought; “Something 

with a beautiful Italian body, a boatload 

of power and comfortable. The body of 

the DB6 was by Touring of Milan, if you  

get the Vantage, you get this fire 

breathing dragon of a motor, which 

makes the regular Aston Martin look 

tame and mundane.”

 

The Vantage’s ferocity came from a 

Tadek Marek designed engine, a street 

version of the racing engine that won 

them LeMans in 1959. It featured a 

racing inspired chassis, a ZF gearbox 

replacing the David Brown gearbox, 

a Kammback rear tail and electronic 

suspension to improve stability at high 

speed. A high compression head and 

three twin Weber carbs allowed the 

Vantage to unleash a whopping 325 hp, 

over 40 more than the base model. Its 

top speed is nearly 160 mph, with 60 

mph arriving in 8.4 seconds. 

 

After looking at a couple dozen 

examples, Schmidt found a suitable 

DB6 Vantage in Gerrards Cross, outside 

of London. It had 63,000 miles on 

the odometer and, after parting with  

£ 7,500, it was his. He’s driven it around 

600 miles a year since then. 
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When the Schmidt family was transferred 

to Germany, they drove there in their new 

DB6. While it handled well, the smell of 

the car was off-putting, and so Schmidt 

decided to pull the carpets out. A few 

weeks later, not only were the carpets 

removed, but most of the interior as well.

 

Realizing a professional restoration was 

in order, Schmidt enlisted the services 

of Michael Mentges, an Aston Martin 

restoration expert located within the 

former stables of the Dickerhof estate 

in Mainz-Kastel. Mentges restored the 

car to meet the safety standards of the 

TUVs, a group that ensures product 

safety in Germany. He replaced all the 

braking and fuel line tubing, added 

new calipers and discs, and stripped 

and repainted the car with “the Ralph 

Lauren of automotive paint,” a brand 

called Spiess and Hecker. The only 

untouched facet of the car is the front 

and rear seat Connolly leather. It was 95 

per cent finished when Schmidt found 

out he was being transferred yet again, 

this time back to North America.

 

The Aston Martin, along with his wife’s 

Morgan roadster and their extensive 

wine collection, was shipped on a 

container ship across the pond.

 

“I remember when the guy came with 

all the shipping documents and asked 

me if I wanted above or below deck 

storage,” says Schmidt. “I said ‘I don’t 

know... what’s the difference?’ He said, 

‘well, above deck is slightly cheaper, but 

below deck is more secure, because in 

a violent storm, the laws of the sea allow 

the captain to jettison all the containers 

off the top of the ship’. So I said, ‘yeah, 

we’re going below deck!’”
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 Schmidt enjoyed trouble-free motoring 

back in North America in his DB6, 

until 1997 when he started losing oil 

pressure. This was attributed to acidic 

anti-freeze corroding the cylinder liner, 

apparently a common problem. A total 

engine rebuild lasting six months was 

undertaken by John Keen of Cheshire 

Motors, with United Welding Process 

(UWP) redoing the engine block. 

 

According to Schmidt, two things 

transformed his DB6; John Keen doing 

the motor correctly and the wheels and 

tires being replaced.

 

“I bought original Dunlops that were 

initially on the car,” says Schmidt. “I took 

it out to Oakville Tire, and changed 

them over to Yokohama tires. It was like 

night and day. They drastically improved 

the driving experience.”

Just recently, the DB6 came off 400 

hours of update and maintenance 

courtesy of retired master mechanic 

and friend Bo Biernat; the brakes, clutch 

and differential got stripped down again 

and the whole oil system fixed up, 

including finding and rectifying a illusive 

oil cooler leak.

 

Although parts were once difficult 

to come by, they are now easier to 

get. Aston Martin now caters to the 

myriad of parts and restoration groups 

worldwide. There is an organization in 

Newcastle called the Aston Workshop 

that Schmidt singles out for praise. They 

are experts in every sense of the word 

when it comes to Aston restorations 

and reproduction parts. 

Schmidt thinks there is a lot to be said 

for the DB6 as the ultimate evolution 

of the series. “much has been written 

about the DB6 being somehow 

different from the DB4 or DB5 in terms 

of body construction but it is basically 

the same platform chassis and Touring 

Superleggera system as the DB5 with 

some brilliantly deceptive restyling 

making it a true four seater grand 

touring car.” 

The show car circuit doesn’t see much 

of Schmidt’s DB6, although he goes 

every year to British Car Day at Bronte 

Creek Provincial Park and recently 

attended the Cobble Beach Concours 

D’Elegance overlooking Georgian 

Bay. His attendance there this past 

September was fortuitous; the DB6 

won third place in the Sports Cars 

1960-1972 category. 

 

Schmidt enjoys family time, cooking, 
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refinishing furniture and collecting fine 

wines in addition to his automotive 

passion. His first set of wheels was a 

1967 Mustang. 

Now, his garage houses the DB6, a 1968 

396 Camaro, his wife’s 1970 Morgan 

roadster and a late model Chrysler 300 

Hemi. Lack of space prompted the  

sale of a 1954 Series One Land Rover 

and a 1986 Camaro IROC race car 

converted back to street use, which 

Schmidt now regrets letting go. 

Few people owned Schmidt’s DB6 

before him, and consequently little was 

done to it before he fully restored it. That 

invariably led to some interesting finds. 

“When we pulled the interior out, we 

found all these little slips of paper under 

the driver’s seat,” recalls Schmidt. “It 

was all girls’ names and London phone 

numbers. Apparently the guy that 

owned it was a real Casanova. I still 

have them!”

1958 Chevy Bel Air Impala
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DRIVEN BARBER
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‘Driven Barber’ is the creation of William Halkiw, a Toronto lawyer, car collector 

and developer of the ‘Galleries Lofts’ on Morrow Avenue in Toronto’s west end 

who, along with his business partner, entrepreneur Thomas Bock, thought it 

would be a great idea to open a cool, funky, vintage style barber shop offering 

traditional, top-notch grooming services for men with precision haircutting 

and beard trimming, and old-fashioned hot towel straight blade shaves, in 

an environment filled with authentic, museum quality automotive and barber 

shop memorabilia, all of which combine to create the ultimate grooming and 

visually stimulating experience, even if you are not a car guy.

Conveniently located in Toronto’s west 

end at 2005 Dundas Street West, close 

to High Park and Roncesvalles Village, 

in a hub where grand and boutique 

art galleries co-exist with auto repair 

shops, brew pubs and emerging loft 

developments, and where there is still 

free street parking right in front of the 

shop between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on 

weekdays, and all day on weekends. 

Ironically, yet fittingly, a barber shop 

operated out of the exact same 

location 80 years ago, and a “curb-

side” gas station was located just a few 

doors away.

Open 7 days a week and for extended 

hours to accommodate any schedule.  

You can pre-book your appointment 

for our broad selection of services 

by phone or online, or just take your 

chances as a walk-in.

A real traffic signal light greets all walk-

ins with a green, yellow or red light 

depending on the wait time, but we can 

assure you that any wait is enjoyable. 

Grab a seat on our authentic Herman 

Miller Los Angeles Airport seating and 

pick up a 60’s car mag, vintage Playboy 

or current auto publication. Take a 

seat at our cappuccino bar for an 

authentic espresso or a good old Tim 

Horton’s coffee… the choice is yours. 

Stroll about the shop and check out 

the memorabilia, look for the right hair 

or beard product to suit your specific 

needs and budget from our broad 
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selection of natural driven grooming 

products, plug in and work on your 

laptop at our bar charging terminals, or 

just see what’s on TV.

Then prepare yourself for what will 

surely be one of the most amazing 

haircuts, shaves or beard trims that you 

have ever had.

Sit back in one of our authentic vintage 

Hercules or Belmont barber chairs and 

tell your barber exactly what you want, 

get their professional input and then let 

the experience begin.

Our shop manager and lead barber 

is Frank Manicapelli – a highly skilled 

and versatile barber with over 28  

years of experience, culminating with 

his last posting at the downtown 

Toronto location of Truefitt & Hill, who 

have been barbers to British Royalty 

since 1805.

Your hair will be precision and texture 

cut, shampooed and washed, and then 

finished with a blow dry and/or the 

application of one of a broad selection 

of finishing products such as gel, wax, 

paste or mousse – to suit your specific 

style. The service will be topped off with 

a neck shave and massage.

A full facial shave or beard trim will 

take more time as they involve the 

application of steaming hot towels at 

three different phases in the process, 

two separate cocoa butter massages, 

two separate hot lather applications and 

two separate shaves with a sterile “one-

use”, disposable straight blade. Close off 

with a soothing and invigorating cold 

towel compress to close the pores, the 

application of after shave balm and your 

choice of finishing after shave products.

Driven Barber is committed to providing 

the best possible service and grooming 

experience  for a broad spectrum of 

hair and beard styles and alternatives…

ranging from traditional classic cuts 

to whatever you want… with amazing 

results at competitive prices to keep our 

customers coming back.

We shall be expanding our services 

to include special incentives with 

local shops offering a wide range of 

automotive services while you visit our 

shop or in between visits, as well as the 

sale of “must have” men’s accessories, 

select automotive memorabilia, and 

exotic cigars.

We also plan to launch the first-of-its-

kind Driven Barber “on the road” mobile 

barber shop, so stay tuned.

Carbon fiber monocoque 

2200lb, high downforce chassis 

360hp 2.0L FSI turbo engine 

Holinger 6spd sequential
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Rob Cattle was standing outside 

the sales centre when the 

Lamborghini Gallardo drove up. 

With 10 cylinders, the 5-litre 

engine made an unmistakable 

sound. Rob forgot the real estate 

agents, the new house and 

marketing pitch that awaited him 

inside, and began to talk cars with 

the driver, yielding without reserve 

to this unexpected pleasure. After 

a lifetime of Lotuses, Rob’s soft 

spot for exotic machines verged 

on gullible.

The driver’s name was Danny Ardellini. 

Like Rob, he’d bought into the 

proposed golf community, the sales 

centre for which beckoned with a sign 

reading Estates of Wyndance. 

The pair kept in touch by phone and 

email over the next two and a half 

years as the developer slowly built 

their new homes. They were going to 

be neighbours. 

Finally, in the summer of 2008, the 

Cattle’s house was finished, and they 

began to pack their lives into boxes  

and ready for the move. During all 

this time, Rob had neglected to once 

mention to Danny that he owned a 

black Lotus Europa. 

This matters.

One hot afternoon near the moving 

date as Rob was emptying a desk 

drawer into a box in a house full of 

half-full boxes, the phone rang. It 

was Danny. He and his wife were out 

for a drive and, as they were passing 

through Greenwood where Rob lived, 

and wondered if... Rob told them they 

were welcome to drop by and went 

out to the driveway to wait. He heard 

them coming, but the car that pulled 

up wasn’t what he’d expected. It was 
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STORY BY MICHAEL EDDENDEN

a new Lamborghini Murciélago LP640. 

Magnificence, at 650 horsepower.  

After a long walk around the car, the 

two friends made their way inside to 

the room where Rob was packing. The 

contents of half-emptied desk drawers 

lay scattered. Danny picked up an 

old Cycle Canada magazine lying on  

the desk. On the cover was a picture 

of Rob, way back in 1994, posing with 

his then-new, yellow HPC Caterham 

Seven, Toronto’s waterfront and CN 

Tower in the background. (Rob would 

later sell that Caterham to pay for a 

swimming pool in a house they no 

longer own — such is life.)

Danny peered at the picture.

“That’s you on the cover,” he said. 

“Have you always had a beard?”

“No,” answered Rob, a little puzzled. 

Conversation returned to the 

Lamborghini out in the driveway, 

resting, and then the inevitable 

happened. 

Soon they were driving down the quiet 

back roads of Greenwood that saw so 

many Lotus Club Runs in the nineties. 

Danny pulled off onto the side of the 

road, insisting Rob drive the Murciélago. 

In the end, protesting sheepishly, Rob 

gave in.

It was like a rocket ship under his touch. 

The acceleration was unbelievable.  

While he drove, preoccupied as  

he was with not damaging the 

expensive Lamborghini, Danny looked 

at him carefully.

“Did you live in West Hill?” he asked 

without warning.

“Yes,” said Rob, surprised. West Hill 

doesn’t exist now. Scarborough 

ON THE BIKE



absorbed it. It’s a name that lives only 

in the memories of people who once 

lived there.

“Did you live on Flerimac Road?” 

“Yes! I grew up there.” 

Now Rob too was curious, and 

distracted. Danny threw his arms up 

in the air. “You’re the guy!” he yelled. 

“You’re the guy with the Lotus! You’re 

the guy!” Rob raised an eyebrow. 

“I’m the little kid at the end of the road,” 

said Danny. “The kid on the bicycle! I 

used to sit on our porch and wait for 

you to drive by in the Lotus.”

And then Rob remembered; the kid on 

the bicycle who used to pedal slowly 

by and stare wide-eyed at the black 

Lotus Europa Rob used to drive. That 

was thirty years ago, and he was as 

excited now as he was then.

Rob and Danny are now neighbours 

in their new houses in their suburb. 

A framed photo of Rob driving the 

same Black Lotus Europa now hangs 

in Danny’s office with the inscription, 

“Never underestimate the power of a 

little boy’s dreams – from, The guy with 

the Lotus.”

They golf together. Rob’s daughter 

baby-sits Danny’s three kids. A happy 

ending. Except now it’s Rob who waits 

for Danny to drive by.
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SHOOTING 
DAYTONA

Bonar Bulger is the chief content engineer of Digital Viking, a content 

marketing agency specializing in automotive. His team was down in 

Daytona to capture the exciting 24-hour race for their client, Alegra 

Motorsports. Here’s what a (long) day of racing looks like from the 

perspective of those behind the lenses. 

Want to know just how tough a car 

is? Here’s a crazy idea: run it flat-out 

over 3.56 miles of race track, along 

with around 50 other cars, for 24 

hours straight. If it doesn’t melt into a 

pile of smoking metal after that, then 

congratulations, it’s plenty tough. 

This exact scenario plays out each 

year at the iconic Rolex 24 Hours 

At Daytona. It marks the first race 

in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 

Championship series and the Patrón 

Tequila Endurance series and one of 

the largest race events on the North 

American schedule. Alongside some 

of the most advanced racing cars in  

the world, the Rolex 24 also sees 

modified production cars like the 

Ferrari 488 GTE, the Porsche GT3 R, 

Acura NSX and Lexus RCF åcompete 

in a division called GT Daytona (GTD). 

Yeah, they’re kind of like your car, 

only way faster and likely far more 

expensive. At their core, however, they 

are production vehicles.

The epic day-long race doesn’t just test 

the grit of the vehicles either. It measures 

the endurance of the entire team around 

the car, including those whose job it is to 

capture the story. The drivers, engineers, 

mechanics, food services people and 

more all play their crucial part, and only 

a committed team with a tenacious 

attitude and the ability to function with 

zero sleep will claim victory (and the 

sweet bespoke 24 Hour At Daytona 

Rolex watch that comes along with it).

First off, if you missed this years race, 

we suggest you find it on YouTube and 

relive one of the most thrilling races of 

the year. It was nail biter of a ride that 

might as well have been directed by 

Guy Richie. Over the course of the race, 

the field of over 55 supercars endured 

heavy downpours and general track 

carnage with Ferraris going up in smoke 

and flame, Acura NSX GT3s driving 

without hoods and a Cinderella-story 

win for one young team.

Our subject, Alegra Motorsports, was 

the underdog of the GTD class with 

their brand spankin’ new 911 GT3 R 

and the youngest team in the group. 

But while they may have seemed 
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unassuming, anyone who took a 

deeper look or knew the backstory 

would’ve noticed something else: a 

voracious appetite for victory. 

We would be training our cameras on 

the team of young drivers. At just 17 

years old, Tampa Florida’s Michael de 

Quesada was the junior of the group. 

Racing with him were two Canadians, 

Jesse Lazare (19) from Montreal and 

Daniel Morad (26) from Toronto; 

Michael Christensen (26), a Porsche 

Works factory driver from Denmark; 

and the most experienced member 

of the team, Michael’s father Carlos 

de Quesada (46). But with Michael 

de Quesada, Lazare and Morad all 

coming off of recent championship-

winning seasons in the Porsche GT3 

Cup Challenge, and Christensen and 

Carlos de Quesada also having a 

number of endurance wins under their 

belts (including a 2007 win at Daytona  

for Carlos), confidence was not lacking. 

Our small team of ‘backpack journalists’ 

knew the green team’s various 

advantages, but few others did. Here’s 

how the event went down.

T MINUS 3 DAYS

We arrive early on Wednesday to 

scout locations around the venerable 

Daytona race track. It’s a huge place 

and we need to know when and 

where we’ll have the best lines of  

sight. “Shooting a race like this is a lot 

of fun, but definitely challenging,” says 

team photographer, Jordan Lenssen. 

“It’s always important to get familiar 

with a new track and the sight lines 

it offers, and it’s my first time really 

shooting a race at night, so I’m looking 

forward to it.

But moreover, being a 24-hour race, 

planning your breaks or any rest is key 

to ensure you don’t miss any critical 

moments. You never know what 

could happen so it’s important to have 

multiple lines of communication with 

both the race and media team.”

T MINUS 2 DAYS

The Alegra team begins practicing 

and qualifying today, giving us a great 

opportunity to get some nice clear 

shots of the cars in action. With media 

credentials around our necks, we are 

able to get really close to the track 

for some spectacular visuals. Being 

this close to the cars as they roar by 

can be a little unnerving at first, but 

these images are crucial to help build  

pre-race excitement on the team’s 

social channels. And while we are 

always looking to capture the cool 

factor of the cars, it’s also important 

to keep the sponsors in mind and get 

shots that highlight their logos in the 

best way possible. 

“Prior to any event, I always go over 

specific areas of the car that the team 

might want covered,” Lenssen says. 

“Whether it’s a main sponsor or smaller 

logo, these are good times to shoot 

the cars relatively unimpeded and 

provide people with a few shots to 

choose from. Some are more obvious 

than others, but the important thing is 

getting them sharp. Then we can start 

to play around.”

It’s also a fantastic time to get that extra 

material that will be more difficult when 

the race is in full swing. 

“Qualifying day presents a good 
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opportunity to conduct little interviews 

with the drivers, but also with the crew,” 

says Alex Colthart, the crew’s video 

production lead. “It’s important to have 

content that isn’t 100 per cent about 

the car, because often the best part of 

racing is the human element.”

The day ends well for Alegra Motorsports 

as Daniel Morad manages to qualify 8th, 

right in the middle of the pack.

T MINUS 1 DAY 

As the team practices one last time 

before the big day, working out any last 

kinks, the media squad takes the time to 

charge their batteries and themselves.  

RACE DAY 

9 a.m.
While the main event doesn’t start until 

the afternoon, there is a whole lot of 

pomp and circumstance pre-race. The 

cars are brought to the grid, where fans 

are allowed to get up close and personal 

with their favourites. Autographs are 

signed and photos are taken, and the 

content team is in the mix once again to 

capture the excitement and anticipation 

in the air. 

2 p.m.
The race officially gets underway just 

after 2:30 p.m. under cloudy Daytona 

skies. The starts are one of the more 

challenging requirements as the 

cars are bunched up, increasing the 

chances of contact, and the team looks 

to Morad once more to set them off on 

the right foot.

A few hours into the race and things are 

settling in. The team is holding eighth 

position and set for a driver change. 

Team principal Carlos de Quesada takes 

over from Morad in a clean change and 

then, a heart pounding moment: Carlos 

is hit by a Ferrari and he spins off the 

track. This could be devastating because, 

while these cars are robust, any damage 

to the body or suspension could shave 

off precious seconds and spell disaster 

for the outcome of the race. 

After some challenges starting the car, 

Carlos manages to get the GT3 R back 

on track and, a few laps later, reports to 

the pit team that the car feels OK. The 

crew team lets out a collective sigh of 

relief, but while the car appears to have 

weathered the hit, the team now finds 

itself in 22nd place.

9 p.m. 
Almost seven hours into the race and 

the team has managed to claw back 

position to 14th. Night is falling, as are 

temperatures, which makes the track 

slicker. To compound the issue, rain 

is on the horizon. While rain for Team 

Alegra possess its unique challenges, it 

does the same for the content team. 

“On one hand it sucks because it makes 

it more difficult to get around and you 

need to keep the gear dry,” says Colthart. 

“On the other hand you can get some 

really emotional shots. You know, spray 

from behind the cars, the guys working 

around the puddles, that kind of thing. It 

really adds emotion.”

2 a.m.
The rain forces two full-course yellows 

and the cars fall in behind the safety 

vehicle. It’s now in the wee hours of 

the morning. A look around the pit area 

and you can see the time taking its toll 

on the pit crew. The good news is the 

number 28 car is still in good shape —

the same can’t be said for many of cars 

that have been knocked out of the race. 

The bad news is that the team is sitting 

in about 9th and time is running out!

Sunrise 

Dawn is about to break over the coastal 

town. “Shooting here in the morning 

light is usually pretty great,” says 

Lenssen. “During the Roar test sessions, 

the sun was rising on the far side of the 

track and casting some really nice light, 

and long shadows. Unfortunately, we 

battled through grey skies and rain for 

nearly 16 hours of the 24, but you have 

to work with what you get.” 

Team Alegra, meanwhile, has managed 

to climb one more position. In the last 



few hours the No. 28 car piloted by 

Daniel Morad found themselves in first 

place – only to fall back over time to 7th. 

The emotional roller-coaster continues. 

12 p.m
There are two hours left and the car is 

still going strong. The sun is peaking out 

and the drivers have done an outstanding 

job clawing their way back from 22nd to 

7th. “You can feel the excitement and 

there seems to be new life and energy 

in the team,” says Colthart. “We’ve been 

shooting all night, but you really can feel 

the energy ramping up.” 

Christensen is now behind the wheel 

and turning in some of the fastest lap 

times of the day. He expertly weaves the 

911 R around the course making bold 

passes that draw cheers from the team 

in the pit and us behind the cameras. 

He manages to take the Alegra GT3 R 

past the AMG Mercedes Benz to second 

place, providing some spectacular racing 

for the onlookers. The lead Audi R8 is 

now just a few seconds ahead of him. 

1 p.m.
This is it. One and a half hours left. 

There is one pit stop to go and the GTD 

class cars dive in for one last top up. The 

Alegra team flies into action, filling just 

the right amount of fuel and changing 

tires. For the content team, now is the 

time to capture the excitement while 

staying well clear of the hustling team. 

The all-clear is given and Christensen 

is ushered out of pit lane before his 

Audi competitor. With the clock ticking  

down Alegra is in first place. If ever 

there was proof that Motorsports is a 

team affair, this is it.  

For the next 30 minutes the team holds 

their breath as Christensen battles to 

defend his position. He succeeds and 

at 2:30 p.m., 24 hours after they began, 

he crosses the finish line just .293 

seconds ahead of the second-place 

Christopher Mies in the #29 Audi R8 

LMS of Land Motorsports.

“There are a few shots we knew we 

wanted to get, but most crucial was the 

shot at the finish,” Lenssen says. “I arrived 

with Alex at the start/finish straight with 

eight minutes to go, but once I knew 

there was a good chance the team was 

going to win the class, I had to prioritize. 

So I decided I needed to shoot the 

team’s reaction in the pit. It involved 

jumping onto their fuel rig, then off and 

around into another team’s pit to get 

everyone’s reaction. Knowing the story 

of all the work behind the program, and 

seeing the look on everyone’s faces, 

their celebration might be my favourite 

shot of the weekend.”

With the win secured, the content team 

needs to be on-point to capture the raw 

emotions of the win in the pits, at the 

award ceremony and more. The race 

may be over, but our job continues. 

It’s been a long shift and an exhausting 

24 hours for all, but well worth it.  

We think the win (and the photos) 

speak for themselves.  
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KEVIN WIGGERS, KENNETH FORBES &  

THE HISTORY OF VALSBERG GRENOLO

A child’s first role models are his parents. Regarding them with 

admiration, he often wonders, “Can I one day be like them? Could I 

ever fill their shoes? Will I make them proud?’ Holding them in such 

high esteem is the reason why a child will often follow in a parent’s 

footsteps and join the family business. 

Vaalsberg Groenlo is a company built 

on that kind of strong family foundation, 

starting back in 1967 with Johan 

Wiggers, founder of Wiggers Custom 

Furniture. Johan’s son, John, literally 

grew up on his father’s workbench, 

curiously watching his father work and 

playing alongside his dad. So naturally, 

even though John went to university 

to become a lawyer, he was drawn 

back to the woodworking bench with 

his father, eventually starting full-time 

work with the company in 1981. After 

exporting its first piece of furniture 

to the Charles L. Orr Company of 

Chicago in 1982, Wiggers Custom 

Furniture quickly expanded across 

showrooms in the USA via word-of-

mouth and soon became a successful 

global company. Because of the level 

of finish and the high quality veneer 

work, the company did a lot of high-

end business including work for elite 

clients like the Ritz Carlton Hotel and 

the Presidential Suite in Washington. 

As the company grew, so did the 

family with John’s marriage to Teresa 

Forbes in 1984. Custom furniture 

quickly became a family affair with 

Teresa handling the administrative 

functions of the business. Her brother, 

Kenneth developed a close friendship 

with John, helping him out from time-

to-time on various projects starting in 

1996. He says, “John was profoundly 

hardworking, one of the most 

hardworking people I’ve ever known. 

He put in incredible hours in order  

to make his business work. A smart 

man; He ran the shop, keeping 

everyone happy from his dad, to his 

wife, to his employees.” 

Over the years, Teresa and John 

had three children. Their second 

son, Kevin, took a particular interest 

in woodworking. From his first 

Christmases, Kevin wanted real tools 

like his dad, not settling for the Fisher 

STORY BY KRISTA DEVERSON
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Price toy imitations. As a child, Kevin’s 

concern for the conservancy of 

trees inspired John to become more 

environmentally-conscious and to 

aim to produce exquisite furniture 

in a way that could be sustained 

indefinitely. He joined the board of 

directors for the forestry stewardship 

council and received one of the first  

green certificates for sustainably 

harvested woods.

Having always had an appreciation 

and admiration for the work his 

father did, Kevin went to Conestoga 

College for a woodworking program 

after high school. Upon graduation, 

the pair worked together for the next 

five years- a father-son team that had 

perfect harmony because they were 

so much alike: quiet and somewhat 

shy, but endlessly hardworking and 

incredibly determined. They worked 

together everyday and Kevin both 

loved his father and looked up to him 

as a mentor, learning everything he 

needed to know about the business 

from the greatest resource. 

The elder Johan, a gifted veneer 

worker, often visited the shop during 

these years, working sometimes 

and imparting his knowledge and 

techniques upon his grandson. Kevin 

had a natural ability with the veneers 

and was immensely artistic and 

creative in his designs, producing 

some critically successful pieces from 

the beginning. 

In 2014, while completing an important 

order, John began experiencing some 

severe back pain. Pushing through to 

complete the job, he finally was seen by 

a doctor in late May and was diagnosed 

with a rare form of terminal cancer in 

early June. Sadly, on September 18, 

2014, John passed away, leaving Kevin 

alone at the workbench. 

Having lost his mother at a young age, 

Kevin’s uncle Kenneth realized the void 

that would be left in John’s absence 

at the shop and he knew how difficult 

it would be for 25-year-old Kevin to 

return to the work alone. Furthermore, 

with John’s illness lasting 4.5 months, 

the business had quieted and was in 

need of a fresh start and a boost of 

positive energy. 

Remembering some conversations he 

had with the late John about designing 

a watchwinder for a client who was 

a real watch aficionado, Kenneth 

suggested the project to Kevin as a way 

to do something fun and get back into 

production in an upbeat way. Kevin had 

never mentioned it to Kenneth, but he 

had the same conversations with his 

dad about fabricating a watchwinder. 

The project was a really neat, unique 

way for them to come together and for 

Kevin to recognize his talents and gain 

confidence in himself independent 

from his father. Because their main goal 

was to make the project enjoyable, this 

sense of fun became the foundation of 

everything they do now in their work. 

Having a long history of producing 

extraordinary pieces, the renewed 

energy in the work has pushed the 

company to reach higher levels. The 

pieces they’ve fabricated in the last 
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two years have been some of the 

best pieces they’ve ever made. To see 

Kevin’s skilled talents and his patience 

while working is gratifying and the final 

products are a testament to his deep 

passion for the work. Kenneth says, 

“Our philosophy is that you might as  

well enjoy as much as you can at 

any given moment. We focus on 

what we enjoy and on doing the 

most extraordinary thing whenever 

we possibly can. When we have 

two options, we push the more 

complicated one unless it becomes 

aesthetically overwhelming.” This focus 

on remarkable designs makes their 

products stand out to the discerning 

client. With an intention of creating  

serenity in the design so that it isn’t 

visually disruptive, the pieces also lend 

a feeling of relaxation to any home. 

The process of completing a piece is 

complicated because it can only be 

accomplished by hand by very talented 

individuals with high attention to detail 

who are willing to put the effort and 

time into a project. The construction 

and veneer of the piece is Kevin’s 

forte and he meticulously spends time 

sequencing the veneers so that the 

grain is continuous and always lines 

up. The process is precarious because 

the veneer can only be cut by hand 

and ensuring the grain blends perfectly 

together is time-consuming and 

tedious. If something does go wrong 

in production, they have to start over 

from scratch and rebuild the piece 

entirely, or it just won’t look right. 

Just like a custom Rolls Royce takes 

time to create, the furniture can easily 

take eight weeks to produce or more. 

People that appreciate a high quality 

piece will appreciate the work that 

goes into ensuring the construction 

is exact. The finish on these pieces is 

among the best in the world with high 

gloss and no shrink-back. The finish, 

alone, must sit for five days and truly 
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harden before polishing can begin. 

There’s something special about a 

quality piece that’s made by hand. It’s a 

unique luxury market to find in Canada, 

but high end specialized Canadian 

products are gaining traction due to 

the Canadian fashion industry. People 

are beginning to see the luxurious 

products and absolutely unique designs 

Canadian fabricators offer. Clients of 

Vaalsberg Groenlo are often enthralled 

by the furniture and its stunning 

aesthetic appeal. The company is 

pleased to produce an overall effect 

that immediately lets the customer 

know it’s an absolutely unique piece. 

And the company is happy to work 

more directly with the client, designing 

an exact piece that client may have in 

mind. The company’s real unique ability 

comes into play when choosing and 

sequencing the veneer into exceptional 

patterns. Sometimes they see a veneer 

with a feature they want to capitalize 

on and they design a piece out of it. 

Other times, they see a piece that 

might normally be seen as a flaw and 

they get an idea to work with it and turn 

it into an asset in the design. 

By finding features they can highlight, 

the work results in stunning outcomes. 

It completely differentiates the product 

from something that is manufactured, 

which clients with good taste will 

appreciate. It’s also allowed them to 

expand their repertoire to include items 

like built-in closets, accessory nooks, 

and bars. 

 

February 2017 will be the family 

business’s 50th anniversary. Vaalsberg 

Groenlo is a division of Wiggars 

Custom Furniture that meets the high 

expectations of the Wigger family 

name and also gave Kevin Wigger the 

freedom to develop his own identity 

and push his passion for excellent 

furniture design. By connecting to his 

family legacy, Kevin is able to offer a 

continued standard of quality while 

being able to change with the times 

and develop his own unique products. 
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BALANCING 
ACT
JORDAN & AMY SZOKE’S 

MOTORSPORTS PASSION,  
ON & OFF THE TRACK

STORY BY AMY SZOKE & JOHN R. WALKER
PHOTOS BY BRIAN COUTURE & JOHN R. WALKER
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W
inning one National 

Championship is a major 

accomplishment in the 

challenging and dangerous world of 

professional motorcycle racing. Try to 

comprehend how much commitment 

and focus it takes to win eleven 

championships. Canadian superbike 

rider Jordan Szoke has accomplished 

this and is looking forward to a record-

setting twelve in the upcoming 2017 

Canadian Superbike season. 

Szoke has been travelling the country 

with his wife/ PR manager/pit support 

/cheerleader Amy and young son/

biggest fan Wolfgang, working with 

sponsors, race events, trade shows and 

fans to promote motorcycling and their 

adopted motto of “the family that rides 

together is happy together.” 

We asked Amy Szoke to give us an idea 

of what drives a racing family like theirs. 

I stand there, mouth agape, and watch 

as my not-yet-two-year-old son rides 

over a curb with his brand new electric 

trials motorcycle. 

“How the hell does he know how to 

do that?!” I exclaim. His form is perfect. 

He slows coming close the obstacle, 

weights the suspension and applies the 

throttle as he rises to a stand, popping 

up and eventually over the curb in front 

of our family home. “Seriously Jordan! 

How the heck does he know how to do 

that? He’s not even two yet!”

Some say racing is in your blood, others 

say you catch it like a fever. One thing 

is for sure, once it’s in there, it doesn’t 

come out. 

My name is Amy Szoke and I share my 

life with a person who lives with the 

motorcycle passion every day. You 

may know him from the road racing 

circuit, where you four-wheel fanatics 

let us two-wheel junkies take a crack 

at your road courses like Canadian 

Tire Motorsport, Mount-Tremblant and 

Calabogie, to name a few Canadian 

favorites. Although he isn’t just any kind 

of road racer, he’s the best in the nation. 

Jordan Szoke has won 20 national titles 

in different off- and on -road disciplines. 

Most racers will tell you that their parents 

got them into the sports they love 

today, and our family’s story isn’t much 

different. Jordan’s father was a vintage 

road racer. My dad was an adrenaline 

junkie, purely recreational. Both father 

figures introduced their children to 

what they loved best, motorcycles.

Jordan’s racing career took off early. 

So early, in fact, that he became the 

youngest road racer in Canadian 

history to earn a professional license. 

Dedicating his life to road racing, he 

has earned ten National Superbike 

Titles, five National Sport Bike titles, four 

National Observed Trials titles and a 250 

GP title. How’s that for a track record?

Jordan has carved out a career and 

etched a legacy for all those that follow 

him. He’s been a factory rider since 

1998 and has worked with some of the 

finest machines on the planet. 

Myself? I have the honour of being (at 

one time) one of the fastest women 

in North America. I started grass-

roots racing amongst regional clubs in  

my hometown of Calgary, Alberta, 

which lead to opportunities south of 

the border.

It almost seemed inevitable that we 

should unite. Two uncommon people 

with common interests, thousands 

of miles apart, it seemed as though 

we naturally gravitated towards each 

other. I packed up my belongings after 

the western national in 2009, said 

goodbye to the Rockies, and moved 

out east to begin our two-wheeled 

passion together.

Since our nuptials in 2010, we’ve had 

to take the reins of the entire operation. 

Gone are the days of factory racers 

— now the talent is left to take care 

of the rest of the business as well. 

Jordan spearheads his race team’s 

operations, staffing the pits, building 

and maintaining the livery he races on, 

and even drives the rig that gets us from 

event to event.

 

On top of that, he still finds the time 

to prepare himself physically for the 

challenge that is motorcycle racing. 

It’s an intense sport and you need to 

be prepared to handle the G-force that 
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occurs under braking and acceleration, 

the temperatures you are exposed to 

while racing, the chore of getting the 

machine from event to event, and, of 

course, the challenge of driving it on 

each course. You don’t just corner the 

motorcycle with a flick of the wrist, 

but rather your entire body puts the 

machine in the right location—it takes a 

tenacious mindset to do so. 

Since we expanded our family of two to 

three one sunny morning in December 

last year, my role as racer morphed into a 

different position. I now am responsible 

for all media, marketing and PR relations 

for our company. From a strong online 

presence to the professional appearance 

at all of our events, it all comes from 

yours truly.

As a family, we often ride together. And 

we always travel to each other’s events, 

bringing our son everywhere with us. 

Where I go, he goes. Wolfgang (we 

call him Wolfie) promises to be a well-

traveled young man — he’s already been 

overseas to Italy, France and Germany. 

Outside of the road-racing gig, Jordan 

also provides and performs in an 

extreme-riding show with observed 

trials, FMX and street stunt performances. 

He competes in select off-road enduro 

events, observed trials, and mountain 

cycling events. Myself, I moonlight as 

a stunt performer, doubling actors on 

different TV series. 

This doesn’t leave a lot of time for much 

else. Although, what’s vacation time 

when you live the very life you love, with 

the people you adore the most? It’s a 

living, and for now, we’re managing to 

fund our passion. 

As I sit here, enjoying my cup of English 

breakfast tea and our little critter naps, 

I reflect on our lives up until now. 

Although I don’t know what tomorrow 

will bring for us, I’m filled with gratitude 

for what we have today. I’m thankful 

for the life that we’ve created, a life that 

allows us to do what we love, and more 

importantly, to do it together. 

MOBILE DETAILING  |   PAINT CORRECTION   |   DEALER SOLUTIONS   |   CERAMIC PRO



519-648-2329
280 Woolwich Street S Unit 206

Breslau ON
dragasautogallery.comCertified Installer

THE DRAGAS AUTO GALLERY IS THE PLACE FOR YOUR VEHICLE TO RELAX AND GET TREATED TO A 

PROPER DETAIL USING ONLY THE MOST MODERN TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES. OUR PASSION IS CARS, 

OUR SPECIALTY IS DETAILING AND OUR FOCUS IS YOU. WHETHER WE ARE MAINTAINING YOUR 

DAILY DRIVER, YOUR WEEKEND CLASSIC OR YOUR PRIZED EXOTIC, WE WANT YOU TO FALL IN LOVE 

EVERY TIME YOU LAY EYES ON IT.
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FIT What makes a well-fitting suit? Can you find it off the rack? 

Generally, we say no, but stay tuned on that… Allow us to challenge your perception 

of not only what a proper fitting suit looks like, but what happens to you when 

you put it on. The Soren Custom suit is unlike anything else in your closet. Our 

customized 27 measurements guarantee it. But more importantly, it’s how a Soren 

Custom suit makes you feel – confident, taller, thinner, in control – a better version 

of yourself. 

We invite you to experience the Soren Custom suit.

STYLE  Here is the real deal. 

Soren Custom Style is not just about our amazing 300 plus fabrics, beautiful 

threading, original buttons or mind-blowing linings. It’s about you and your 

relationship to yourself. Fashion is in the clothes. Soren Custom Style is in the 

wearer. Every Soren Custom man has an opportunity to express his visual style 

vocabulary in our suit. Where that style journey takes you is what makes what we 

do truly a fascinating and eye-opening experience. 

The Soren Custom Style is distinctive. It’s individual. It’s you, only better.

QUALITY  The finest suiting fabrics? Absolutely. 

Working “surgeon cuffs”? Non-negotiable. Reinforced jacket buttons? We understand 

what a suit goes through in the course of a day, so yes, that too. Acute attention 

to detail is where Soren Custom quality begins. Look closely at the Soren Custom 

suit. Follow the pick-stitching with your eye – see where it begins and ends. That’s 

standard too. Glue? Glue belongs with the school supplies, not in your suit. 

So we use full canvas interfacing which is built into every suit. This is Soren  

Custom quality.

SOREN 
CUSTOM SUITS 
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PILOTI SHOES
ROOTED IN RACING

THE CAMPIONE IS A LUXURY, MADE-IN-ITALY DRESS SHOE
Yet lurking beneath its hand-polished, 

supple leather upper is the heart of  

a racer. 

The Campione is one of many styles 

inspired by Piloti’s motorsports history 

- a history that finds its way into every 

pair of the revitalized company’s 

driving shoes. 

First designed for racers and 

motorsport professionals, Piloti 

driving shoes became famous for 

patented biomechanics that improved 

performance not only at the track, but 

also in long-distance racing. 

The patented Roll Control™ spherical 

heel improved traction in the footwell 

and reduced fatigue. The thin yet 

protective soles improved pedal feel, and 

the slender toe-box enabled seamless, 

snag-free heel-and-toe downshifting.

Luxury and classic automobile 

owners looking to enhance their 

driving experience rely on this same 

technology today. Piloti’s Casual, made-

in-Italy Luxury and FIA/SFI certified 

Performance lines of driving shoes that 

are comfortable and stylish enough to 

wear on the street, in the gallery or at 

the office. 

Racing culture also inspires the subtle 

design cues in every pair of Piloti shoes, 

from stitching reminiscent of sports car 

interiors to vintage tire-tread soles. 

The organizers of the world famous  

24 hours of Le Mans asked Piloti to 

create a  special edition driving shoe, 

reflecting a passion for motorsports. 

Piloti was also chosen to create a 

special edition driving shoe for the 

50th anniversary of the iconic Chevy 

Camaro®, and is the official driving shoe 

of the annual Pebble Beach Concours 

d’Elegance and of the world famous 

Barrett-Jackson car auctions. 

WHAT MAKES DRIVING SHOES DIFFERENT?

HEEL - Piloti’s patented Roll Control heel rises spherically, protecting and cushioning the driver’s heel bone while providing 

both traction in the footwell and enhanced comfort during long stints behind the wheel

SOLE - Thin soles provide enhanced pedal feel, enabling drivers to connect and feel every nuance of a performance vehicle

TOE BOX - Slim, with reinforced heel-and-toe areas for snag-free footwork

CUSHIONING - Advanced mid-sole cushioning provides support where drivers need it most - the mid-foot, heel, medial and 

lateral sides of each foot

STYLING - With stitching evoking the interiors of classic sports cars and a vintage tire tread pattern, every pair of Piloti shoes 

is a nod to its racing heritage
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FOR CORVETTE LOVERS, THE CORVETTE® C7 LIMITED EDITION 

Serious car buffs know that Piloti offers the only technologically advanced driving shoe that’s also comfortable and stylish 

enough for everyday wear.

Piloti is offering Corvette® lovers a limited edition shoe, inspired by the legendary C7. The C7 Corvette® driving shoe is a specialized 

co-branded version of Piloti’s popular Prototipo, in a distinctive red and black colour scheme and featuring the iconic Corvette® 

C7 cross-flag logo. 

The C7 Corvette® driving shoe in premium suede includes Piloti’s Patented Roll Control™ Heel technology, which cups this 

pivotal pressure point for drivers while offering improved traction in the footwell and reducing foot fatigue. The C7’s subtle 

styling – from contrast stitching reminiscent of a Corvette® interior to treads inspired by vintage racing tires - is a nod to the 

brand’s iconic role in motorsports history. The Piloti Corvette® C7 driving shoe is available for $155 CAD at Piloti.com 
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For the sports car enthusiast the wait for winter to be over 

can seem endless. Unfortunately, for many legal clients, 

so too can the wait for a response from their lawyer.

The foundation of any good solicitor and client relationship is 

timely communication. The most frequent complaint that I hear 

from clients who have come to me from other lawyers is that 

their former lawyer took an inordinately long time to respond to 

their calls or emails and they didn’t know what’s going on with 

their case.

In my practice I make a point of answering all client inquiries at 

the earliest opportunity so that my clients can make informed 

decisions, and are as comfortable as possible in what can often 

be stressful circumstances.

With over 20 years of experience in a wide variety of commercial, 

civil, and employment matters, as well as acting as general 

counsel to numerous and diverse businesses and organizations, 

I provide sensible, result driven advice, designed to keep my 

clients out of the courtroom whenever possible, and successful 

when not. I’m proud to count many of you Autostrada Forum 

readers amongst both my clients and my friends.

As a car lover and lawyer I understand the importance of 

performance. I’ll take a hard look at your matter to ensure that the 

right strategy is in place from the beginning. You’ll be informed 

of the progress through every step and you’ll be provided with a 

realistic assessment of the outcome. With 24 years experience 

in commercial, civil and employment law it’s my goal to exceed 

your performance targets.

I am a partner at Laishley Reed LLP and you can reach me at 

647-339-1635 or at mbuccioni@laishleyreed.com. I look 

forward to the opportunity of assisting you.

Michael Buccioni, Partner Laishley Reed LLP
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PERFORMANCE DRIVEN

 Fabian Frendo
  Vice President, Investment Advisor                       

                              

             

                                             TD Wealth

                 Private Investment Advice

                                T: 1.905.456.6559

                               TF:1.866.680.2454

                  fabian.frendo@td.com

Devote your time to what is important to you,
knowing that your investments are being managed by a professional you trust.

Fabian has been helping to steer successful families in the right direction for more than two decades in the area of 

Investment Services and Wealth Management.  By working with TD specialists who focus on Tax Planning, Estate 

preservation and Financial Planning he strives to deliver a fully integrated and comprehensive solution for his clients. 

Fabian’s clients can benefi t from a high level of service and peace of mind by working with an experienced professional. 

Wealth Management Services

Investment Strategies      Optimal Tax Planning                 Individual Pension Plans

Estate and Trust Planning           Custom Credit Facilities                                                 Financial Planning

Wealth Transfer strategies  Hedging Strategies for Volatile markets                   Retirement Income planning

Private foundation creation and Management

Gain access to some of the industry’s most highly regarded investment analysts, economists and market strategists

Contact Fabian today for a no obligation meeting 

to discuss your wealth management needs.

Driven to help you achieve your wealth and investment goals.
 

TD Wealth Private Investment Advice is a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc., a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. – Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ® The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.
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THE COURSE 
OF TRUE LOVE

FAISAL HUDA’S 1969 ALFA ROMEO GT 1300 JUNIOR

STORY BY JORDAN LENSSEN
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A
s teenage boys, there are 

really two priorities in 

life, and school isn’t one 

of them. Drive hard and 

love foolishly… or is it the other 

way around?

 
It was about the same for Faisal Huda 

as a kid – he strived for freedom and 

adventure, but just wasn’t getting it 

from his bicycle any more. His father 

once owned a Barracuda HEMI, but 

since becoming a dad, had focused his 

energy towards his business ventures 

and driving a string of ‘80s Dodge 

Caravans and a Plymouth Fury – and 

not the good kind. 

 

A young Huda knew what kind of cars 

he appreciated. He may not have been 

able to put his finger on exactly why, but 

he gravitated towards cars that would 

later become sought-after classics. He 

focused intently on vehicle appearance. 

Some believe in love at first sight, and 

for him, the original Mini Cooper was it. 

 

His driving skills far exceeded his age 

too, though not in the conventional 

sense. It all started with “Lello”, a yellow 

toy car that, during his infancy, would 

take precedence over all other toys in 

the box. Eventually, his childhood duties 

led to weekly trips to the grocery store 

with his mother, where Faisal would 

graciously drive the cart; cutting corners, 

hitting apexes, stopping – or blowing 

through – grocery store intersections, 

he was drifting before he, and many 

others, even knew what that was. 

 

He was primed for life behind the 

wheel. When the time came to have the 

discussion about a vehicle with his dad, 

Huda knew exactly what was coming. 

His father’s personality was “My money, 

my choice,” he says.

 

Huda took ownership of a brand-

new 1989 Mazda 626, white on blue. 

He graciously accepted his father’s 

generosity, and though it may not have 

been the speedy “chick magnet” he’d 

hoped for, he quickly saw the benefits 

of having such a utilitarian automobile. 

Firstly, it had four doors. Perfect for 

friends. Secondly, it was a hatch. Great 

for anything they could through in it. 

Thirdly, the rear seats folded down and 

into the hatch. Perfect for dates. 

 

“A friend of mine had the MX-6, which 

was the same platform,” Huda recalls. 

“He thought he was much cooler with 

his two doors, but I eventually showed 

him that my five door was much, much 

better, because I had a place to take  

a date!”

Soon, Huda and the 626 were sitting on 

Lakeshore for the Toronto Symphony of 

Fire, date in tow, with the seats folded 

back and a picnic setup with the radio 

tuned to The Mix 99.9 for the exclusive 

theatrical experience. 

 

It was one of the many adventures 

with the 626 that saw Faisal all the  

way through university, until one day 

when he laid eyes on the first-gen 

Toyota Solara. 

 

Working full time and making his own 

money, he decided then and there that 

was going to be his next car. 

 

“I don’t know what it was exactly at the 

time, but it was just beautiful. Lo and 

behold, a week later the clutch goes out 

on my 626, so it was the perfect excuse 

for a new car.”

 Was it love? Was it lust? We may never 

know, but it was surely more expensive 

than a clutch replacement on the 626. 

 

Wanting to accelerate his career and 

climb the “vehicular career ladder,” Huda 

decided with his parents to complete 

his MBA in Paris, France. Everything was 

timed perfectly. He enrolled in school, 

put his recent beauty up for sale in the 

Toronto Star classifieds, sold it, then 

soon got caught up with another – this 

time of the human variety.

 

“I decided to put off leaving for eight 

months,” Huda laughs. 

 

It was a sizeable sacrifice. Without 

a vehicle, and with a new girlfriend 

and future tuition payments tying up 

any spare funds, Huda was resigned, 

though thankful for his mother’s base 

Dodge Neon for his work commute. 

Highlighted by push-down locks, an 

AM/FM stereo, roll-down windows, and 

the slushiest box that has ever graced a 

drivetrain, Huda tackled the infamous 

Highways 401 and 6 every day from 

Toronto, Ontario in a winter that both 

he, and the Neon, could claim victory. 

 

When his personal endeavours at home 

failed to flourish, Huda went back to the 

plan, and France. A few weeks in and 

feeling car-envy, he noticed a fellow 

international student driving a brand–

new Peugeot, and was intrigued. 

 

“France had this program where 

foreigners can lease a car, tax free, for 

one year minus a day,” Huda says. “And 

the price includes all payments and 

insurance, so it was super easy.” 

 

His first car overseas? A first-gen Renault 

Twingo. 

 

Though not the most sporty, or 

aggressive car of its time, Huda was 

riding the high of once again being 

free – and this time, in Paris. Then, 

one day a classmate saw his car and 

screamed, ‘That’s Binaboo!’ Confused, 

Huda asked what she was talking 

about. Before it was even broken in, his 

shiny new car was her childhood pet 

“It’s a true candy red – not like a premixed colour.  

They laid a base coat of solid gold, then nine layers of red-tinted clear coat. 

There’s a lot of clear coat on this car. It’s impossible to fix that paint job.”
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donkey’s hypothetical twin.

 

But, like his 626 before it, “Binaboo” 

couldn’t be judged solely on its 

appearance. The continent was at 

Huda’s fingertips, and he had his small 

steed to take him there.  

 

“We drove all over Europe with it,” he 

says. “The most epic road trip we had 

was a three-week trip driving around 

Spain. Three friends and myself, plus our 

luggage. I don’t know how we all fit into 

that tiny thing.”

 

After graduating and returning home, 

Huda had a hard time finding a car 

within his budget that appealed to his 

design tastes. After coming across a 

few Volkswagens, he researched the 

potential of the Jetta, and settled into 

the first of a long line of German cars. 

 

He drove Audi until making a considerable 

jump into an E92 BMW M3 sedan, his last 

manual in a long list of stick shift daily 

drivers.  

 

Staying true to his word of never 

falling down the vehicular ladder, Huda 

broke his three-pedal tradition with the 

BMW 550. Missing the sensation of an 

interactive drivetrain (and loathing the 

steering on the 550), he moved into 

the first of two identical Mercedes E63 

Wagons, each in succession, where he 

currently resides. 

 

Why does he only drive European cars? 

Quite simply, he’s been damaged. “I 

learned on a Dodge Aries – my mom’s 

car – then drove her forsaken Neon, and 

my dad only had ‘Magic Wagons.’”That 

sounds like a Stephen King novel. 

 

The story of the bello rosso you see 

within these pages began after Huda 

took over his father’s ownership at CSL 

Silicones in Guelph, Ontario. 

 

“I’ve always loved old cars, their designs. 

So I wanted to see what I could afford as 

my first project car.”

 

Married to the woman of his dreams, 
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conveniently, Huda’s father-in-law is 

also a car nut. He also happens to have 

affection for British cars, so when the 

possibility of a Caterham 7 arose…well 

you can just guess. 

 

But those plans came to an abrupt 

halt when Huda came across an Alfa 

Romeo GT Junior – “Lello” in colour, 

nonetheless. 

 

“All I could think was ‘What a beautiful 

car’,” he says.  

 

“There’s so much information about 

these cars online, and you can’t help 

but stumble upon these guys called 

“Alfaholics” when you’re researching. 

They’re a racing family – a father and 

two sons – and they’ve only ever raced 

these Bertone Coupes. They turned that 

racing heritage into a business and a true 

engineering passion, and that’s when I 

rediscovered my lust for a resto-mod. 

 

Unable to find an Alfa in North America, 

Huda found a beautiful 1969 model 

with just 25,000 kilometres on eBay. It 

had lived its life entirely in Sicily, save for 

a short stay in Venice after the owner 

parted with it in a trade for a Ferrari. 

 

With Alfaholics in mind since day one, 

Huda had the car shipped to the U.K. 

where he flew to plan the build. 

 

The idea was a race-spec car. Save for 

the electrical and bodywork (which 

were in perfect working order), every 

aspect was upgraded. 

 

The team installed a completely rebuilt 

1990’s twin-spark engine pushing 217 

horsepower to the 850-kilogram car.  

Mated to a rebuilt five-speed dog box, 

braking and suspension systems, the 

gutted and caged Alfa “ended up being 

the highest-spec car Alfaholics ever 

built, aside from their own,” Huda says. 

Alfaholics also upgraded the wheels to 

a 15-inch high-performance lightweight 

alloy design, which is engineered and 

built in-house to replicate the Alfa’s 

original, smaller set. 

 

When the car was finished, Huda 

returned to the U.K. at Alfaholics’ request 

to wring the yellow car out as part of 

their track day at the Castle Combe 

WWII airfield circuit. 

“I’ve never had so much fun as a 

passenger in my life. The car was 

sideways most of the time. I have a lot 

of confidence in this car because of 

that experience. I know how far it can 

go and stay in control. I don’t drive it 

like that, but I can drive it a helluva lot 

harder than most people would drive a 

car from 1969.”

 

But just like Murphy’s Law, it’s when 

the GT Junior was barely moving that it 

suffered a considerable collision. 

 

Hit just a year later by a motorcyclist at 

the 2012 Alfa Romeo North American 

Convention in Toronto, Huda wanted 

only the best to take care of repairing 

the left fender and door. His neighbour, 

an early-model Ford enthusiast, referred 

him to a man named David Grainger. 

 

Driving the car up to Newmarket, bent 

rim and all, when Huda arrived at the 

shop, he was welcomed by Grainger, 

who gave him a quick ‘Hey. Nice car, do 

you want to be on TV?’ 
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“I thought he was kidding,” Huda laughs. 

“And within 30 minutes I was wired up 

and on History Channel’s Restoration 

Garage. I was not presentable for that 

first episode at all!”

 

The Guild of Automotive Restorers took 

the opportunity to give the bodywork 

and electrical the attention it hadn’t 

previously received, and the results are 

the world-class work you see here.  

 

“It brings me back to this movie I watched 

as a kid called “Corvette Summer,” Huda 

says. “They had this stupid ‘80s Corvette 

with a custom body kit that I used to 

think was hideous, but the colour was 

“candy red.” Red is a traditional colour 

for Alfa Romeos. I’ve always lusted after 

that candy red colour, and thought it 

would suit the GT Junior really well.

 

“It’s a true candy red – not like a premixed 

colour. They laid a base coat of solid 

gold, then nine layers of red-tinted clear 

coat. There’s a lot of clear coat on this 

car. It’s impossible to fix that paint job, so 

I’ve created somewhat of a garage queen 

with it, but I absolutely love it.” 

 

How much does he love it? 

 

Well, this queen effectively has her own 

wing in the house. 

 

“We live in an older house,” Huda says. 

“When we bought it, the idea was to 

live in it for a while, then tear it down 

and build something new. On that 

promise, I talked my wife into donating 

the dining room, which is – or was – 

directly above the garage. So we don’t 

have a dining room anymore, which is 

a huge sacrifice for both my wife and I, 

who love to entertain. “

 

“But now we have a two-high, instead 

of a two-wide garage. We have a lift 

and a beautiful floor from Garage Living, 

beautiful lights – it’s just a great space. 

According to my wife it’s the nicest 

room in the house.”

 

Shakespeare once wrote, “The course of 

true love never did run smooth,” but in a 

case like this, it’s worth every darn bump.
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CANADIAN RACING LEGEND HORST KROLL
STORY BY MICHAEL BUCCIONI

H
orst Kroll carefully removes the pins from the bodywork 

of his 1986 Can Am Championship winning Lola Frisbee 

race car and, with our help, lifts the engine cover. Like 

a proud father, he reveals the pristine Chevrolet engine that 

powered him to victory all those years ago. He keenly points out 

the custom made exhaust system that channels eight cylinders 

into one central exhaust. Upon reflection, this is much like  

Horst himself, one man performing eight roles at once over 

a 25-year career that earned him a place in the Canadian 

Motorsport Hall of Fame.

Horst honed his skills as a factory 

Porsche mechanic in Stuttgart, working 

in a division that repaired customers’ 

cars, everything from engines to 

bodywork. He came to Scarborough 

in his 20s and set up his own repair 

shop specializing in the marque that 

he knew so well. Unlike many of his 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KROLL FAMILY

contemporaries, he had no aspirations 

to become a race car driver and, in fact, 

had not done any karting or any other 

racing as a child. He was content to 

work on the engines and bodies and 

leave the racing to others. Until one 

day, he wasn’t. 

“I would work on my customers’ cars 

and they would bring them back 

complaining of this or that, telling me 

that they couldn’t find the speed,” says 

Horst. “So I thought, let me take the 

cars out and find out what the problem 

is. And you know, I discovered that 

I was quicker than them! There was 

nothing wrong with the cars.” And so, 

at the ripe old age of 28, Horst’s racing 

career began in earnest.

He raced Formula Vee in 1964 and 

1965 and won the Canadian Driving 

Championship in 1968 driving a 

Kelly Porsche. Formula Vee cars 

resembled miniature Formula One 

cars in the 60s and were powered 

by Volkswagen engines. They were 

relatively inexpensive to maintain 

and race and were a hugely popular 

series worldwide. He became such an 

expert in the workings of the Formula 

Vee engine that Stuttgart summoned 

him back so that he could impart his 

knowledge to the factory mechanics.

Horst is likely best known for his years 

in the Can Am Championship series, 

which was a North American project 

consisting of six races per year, run on 

Canadian and American racetracks. 

The first incarnation for Can Am ran 

between 1966 and 1974 and was often 

dominated by Bruce McLaren and his 

stunning racecars. Many of racings all-

time greats participated in the original 

series, including Jacky Ickxx, Keke 

Rosberg and Al Unser Jr. .The series 

folded in 1974 but was resurrected by 

the SCCA in 1977, now running 5 litre 

Chevrolet engines with huge rear wings 

and tiny front tires. Over the years Horst 

has had the privilege of lining up beside 

some of the (other) greatest names in 

racing history including Andretti, Rahal, 

Tambay and, of course, Villeneuve 

(Gilles and Jacques Sr.).

For most of his Can Am career, Horst 

drove car number 37. When asked about 

the significance of that number, he, like 
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many athletes, points to superstition. 

“When I started out, one of the first cars I 

drove was number 37. I had some pretty 

good luck, so I thought I might as well 

stick with that,” Horst recalls

Having raced for more than 25 years, 

you might think it would be difficult 

for Horst to point to one memorable 

moment. However, when that question 

was put to him, a wry smile instantly 

came over his face and it was clear that 

he had one in mind. Horst’s favourite 

track was Mosport (now known as 

CTMP), so it’s fitting that his racing 

highlight took place here. 

“One race at Mosport it started raining 

during the race,” recounts Horst. It 

was such a downpour that the race 

was stopped. All the cars returned to 

the pits and Horst thought that his day 

was over. But as the rain subsided, the 

drivers were told that there would be 

a restart. Everyone scrambled to put 

on rain tires, including Horst, because, 

though the rain had stopped, the track 

was soaked. As the cars were set to roll, 

Horst discovered that his car simply 

“didn’t want to go.” One of the wheels 

was interfering with the brake caliper 

and the car was basically stationary. 

Horst thought to himself “I’m not 

going to sit here,” so the wet track 

notwithstanding, he ordered his crew 

to throw on the slicks. With the field 

going by and Horst dead last, he roared 

out of the pits. 

As Horst describes his career, as long 

as he had four wheels he was never 

giving up. The drying track created by 

the rest of the field displacing the water 

was ideal for Horst — he began picking 

off one competitor after another. His 

daughter was in the pits that day and 

kept showing him the leaderboard each 

time around. With one lap to go, Horst 

was lying third, but could see the two 

drivers ahead of him. Coming out of the 

final set of turns, Horst miraculously took 

the lead and crossed the line in first. It’s 

little wonder why this race remains one 

of his all-time favourites.
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He wore many hats simultaneously and 

competed against drivers and teams 

with budgets many times bigger than 

what he could afford. But this just bears 

testament to the type of competitor he 

was. Horst recounts how mechanics 

from some of the other teams would 

surreptitiously come to him at the 

races and tell him that they had put 

a few spare parts out back in a bin 

to which he should help himself. The 

castoffs from the bigger teams were 

infinitely newer and in better shape 

than the parts that Horst could afford 

to use on his budget, and by working 

his mechanical magic, he could get his 

car to sing.

Horst saved his best for last and placed 

third, second and first in the last three 

years of the Can Am championship. 

Inducted into the Canadian Racing Hall 

of fame in 1996, Horst, always modest, 

calls it simply “a big score.” He never 

raced for fame, and certainly not for 

fortune. He raced because he found  

it was something that he was able to 

do exceptionally well and it became 

his passion.

Today, we are with his final Can Am 

winning car, bearing the familiar 

number 37. Ali Jalali, its new owner, 

was determined to keep this piece of 

Canadian racing history in Canada, and 

considers himself more of a custodian 

of the iconic vehicle than an outright 

owner. As Horst looks fondly at his old 

four-wheeled racing partner, he tells us 

that he has only one regret with respect 

to his racing career: it’s too much work 

keeping his 350 trophies clean! 

This iconic vehicle can be viewed  

by appointment at its present resting 

place in Mississauga, Ontario. 

 

Please inquire with Joseph Miguez 

905-264-9111.
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THE INSPIRATION BEHIND  
VINCE MOLINARO’S CHEVELLE SS

STORY BY MICHAEL RILEY

103AUTOSTRADA



104 105AUTOSTRADA AUTOSTRADA

Vince Molinaro’s passion for cars began relatively late in life, but the 

esteemed Burlington, Ontario, builder is now making up for lost time. 

Last year, the President of the Molinaro Group, a respected real estate 

developer for over 50 years, purchased his first muscle car: a 1969 

Chevrolet Chevelle SS. 

“I never really had my own fun car; it 

was always focusing on school, family 

and work,” he explains. It took hanging 

with his car enthusiast buddies, who all 

own muscle cars, and attending auto 

shows and events with them, for the 

car bug to really sink its teeth in. When 

it came time to choosing his own ride, 

he took his time.

“At some point, it just clicked,” he says. 

“We went to Legendary Motors in 

Milton and I saw this SS (Super Sport) 

Chevelle, and I said, ‘holy smokes, that’s 

really cool!’”

One of the most successful nameplates 

in Chevrolet history, the Chevelle 

debuted in 1964 and motored on 

through three generations until 1978. 

Part of General Motors A body platform, 

Molinaro’s ‘69 model was part of the 

second generation and featured some 

cosmetic changes to the front and rear 

ends from the previous year, including 

a locking steering column one year 

ahead of federal requirements and 

standard headrests. Molinaro’s car is 

the SS (Super Sport) variant that was a 

$347 option back in 1969, and featured 

a big block 396 V8 that put out 325 

HP, a double-domed hood, a blacked 

out grille with the SS emblem and a 

blacked out rear panel. 

Not wanting to pay big money for a 

Chevelle SS in mint condition, Molinaro 

bought a much more modestly priced 

example in North Bay, Ontario, and 

decided to remake it in the image of Ricky 

Bobby’s father’s car (Reese Bobby) from 

one of his favourite movies, Talledega 

Nights: the Ballad of Ricky Bobby.  

“It’s something original,” he says. “I 

wanted a car like that because I’ve 

never seen a car like that ever. Either 

there’s no response at all, or I get a really 

enthusiastic response, a two-thumbs-up, 

hands-off-the-wheel kind of response.” 

 

Molinaro’s buddies, Romeo and Dom De Serafino of Only 

Muscle Classic Car Restoration, helped him realize his vision. 

“The fun part was picking out the components. These guys 

were the experts, they spec everything. It had a 396 big block, 

and they said, ‘well, I can get you a 454, and then Ed Wiens 

from Niagara on the Lake, who’s an engine and drivetrain 

wizard, could bore it out to 750 HP.’ And it’s like, ‘yes, yes, I 

want all this stuff!’ It got a little out of hand with the first build, 

but it was fun.” 

They actually got 650 HP out of the beautiful Ed Wiens 

engine rebuild, a piece that looks more like artwork than 

the workhorse it really is. The paint job, one of Molinaro’s 

favourite parts of the redo, was done by John Jasevicius of 

JJ’s Customs and Restorations in St. Catharines. 

“He took his time,” says Molinaro. “The guy was an artisan. He 

probably took half the build just to do the bodywork and the 

paint, but he did an excellent job.” 

Rounding out the fabulous locally sourced work done on this 

car are: a Muncie M22 Rockcrusher 4-speed transmission, a 

Hotchkis sport suspension and sway bars, a Griffin aluminum 

radiator with dual twin fans, a Flowmaster exhaust, Crowder 

connecting rods with a forged steel crank shaft, Edelbrock 

aluminum heads and intake, a March performance pulley 

system and a Wilwood 4 piston disc brake system. 

 

The headrests on the black and red leatherette seats read 

‘Smokey’s Best Damn Garage In Town,’ a reference to the real 

historical figure that inspired the restoration in the first place, 

Henry “Smokey” Yunick. He raced his own Chevelle, albeit a 1966 

model, with the same black and gold colour scheme, during 

NASCAR’s early days. Yunick was also a renowned and award-

winning—though controversial—mechanic, author, inventor 

and car designer. He ran a successful garage down in Daytona 

Beach, Florida from 1947 to 1987. He was inducted into the 

International Motorsports Hall of Fame in 1990. 

“That’s a cool part to the history,” says Molinaro. “That’s why 

I liked it too, because I’d heard about that. So, it’s not just a 

hokey movie car, it’s actually based in real life. We even have 

[a replica of] his signature on the passenger side of the car.”

While wanting to make his tribute car look period perfect, 

right down to the BF Goodrich tires and rims, Molinaro didn’t 

hesitate to add modern touches if they fit in. For instance, 

the radio looks like the original, but it’s actually has Bluetooth 

capability, something you would have been quite hard 

pressed to find back in 1969. The entire build took about a 

year to complete. 

“That apparently is normal, but for someone who’s excited 



for the car, it’s like it’s taking forever,” he 

recalls with a laugh. Now that it’s done, 

he’s taken the car to a few shows to meet 

fellow enthusiasts. Its next stop will be at 

the Autostrada Magazine booth at this 

year’s Canadian International Auto Show 

in Toronto. Someday, he’d also like to 

show the Chevelle down at the Detroit 

Auto Show. Molinaro recently acquired 

and started work on another muscle car 

project; a 1971 Plymouth Roadrunner. 

“I’m going to do it in the style of  

Richard Petty’s Plymouth Roadrunner 

track driven NASCAR that recently sold 

at Amelie Island auction, the actual 

NASCAR with all the STP stickers,” he 

says. “He’s still around — I should try to 

get him to sign this thing!”

Aside from his newfound hobby, 

Molinaro travels a lot, taking trips with 

his buddies to places like the Daytona 

500 and the Barrett-Jackson auctions. 

He’s also an avid skier, jetting off with 

his family for annual ski trips over the 

Christmas holidays. He and his siblings 

have been hitting the slopes since they 

were kids, and his own little girls are 

starting out early as well. 

“My dad came from southern Italy and 

this was his way to become Canadian. 

Some people played hockey, we skied,” 

recalls Molinaro. 

But with his growing appreciation for 

classic cars, and the recent success of 

his ’69 Chevelle SS project, Molinaro 

now finds himself wishing for warmer 

weather. “I just love this lifestyle,” he 

says. “I can’t wait for summertime!”   
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Ah spring, while you are reading 

this it is just around the corner. 

While writing this the publishers of 

Autostrada are lamenting the subarctic 

temperatures that were braved to 

obtain the accompanying images. 

Most car guys and gals will share this 

sentiment longing for the time when 

the temperatures will rise, the banks 

of white will fade away and hopefully 

some April showers will rinse the road 

of debris and allow our special vehicles 

to get back out on the road. 

We at Segal Motorcar Company pride 

ourselves on having an exceptionally 

diverse inventory that spans not only 

price but also varying motoring interests. 

While we stock everything from hybrids 

to SUVs to daily drivers to sports cars it is 

the last category that we have the most 

passion for. What you see here is a small 

glimpse into the variety of sports cars 

we offer. 

At the lower end of the price range but 

interestingly at the high end of exclusivity, 

proving that they do not always go hand 

in hand, is a 1921 Ford Model T Roadster. 

Commonly referred to as a sportabout, 

it was the hot rod of the brass era. 

Improving on the standard roadsters 

performance is an aluminum cylinder 

head and a two speed Ruxstell rear end. 

While not quick by any modern measure 

it can keep up with modern traffic and 

its throttle on the steering column, hand 

clutch and unconventional three pedal 

layout provide a completely different 

driving challenge, and excitement, than 

just outright speed.

Classic Mercedes SLs have been one 

of the most stable vintage vehicles in 

terms of holding their value for the last 

several years. The white 1999 version 

here represents the least expensive way 

to get into that market. The R129 SL built 

from 1990-2002 has both the benefit of 

being exclusive, as good ones seem to 

be getting harder and harder to find, but 

with modern driving dynamics. While 

its power roof, heated and power seats, 

rollover protection and 322hp V8 would 

not make headlines today they were 

absolutely state of the art in 1990. It 

would be at least ten years before most 

of the features that were standard on the 

SL started to be available even as options 

on mainstream vehicles.

An exponentially growing trend in the 

car world is the resto mod. Typically 

defined as an older 50s or 60s body with 

modern underpinnings, the same tricks 

can be applied to cars not quite as old. 
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The C5 Corvette here is an example of 

that. With current generation Corvettes 

putting out from 460 to over 600hp in 

factory trim the 350hp of the C5 leaves 

something to be desired. While the easy 

route would have been just to trade the 

Corvette in for a new one sometimes 

easy is not the most fun road. The 

owner of this C5 had trimmed the car 

out with a bunch of custom leather 

touches but felt it was still lacking 

under the hood. Knowing that the basis 

of the car is the very stout LS series  

5.7 liter V8, a Vortech supercharger with 

intercooler was added and improved 

performance to be at least on par 

with a new Corvette. Aside from some 

yellow highlights on the body there  

is no outward sign of what lurks under 

its hood.

Modern exotic sports cars are the best 

they have ever been at being usable 

almost every day but they still tend 

to have compromises for the sake of 

performance. This Maserati GranCabrio 

S has the super car looks, thanks to its 

Trofeo body enhancement package, 

and performance with a 4.7L 444hp 

engine under it hood. The difference 

lies in that none of that compromises 

the luxury with which it can transport its 

four occupants, which would be sure to 

be grinning from ear to ear. How could 

you not being surrounded by some of 

the worlds finest leather listening to an 

Italian V8 singing in your ear, and with 

only 2800km on the odometer it is a 

virtually new car.

We welcome visitors at our showroom 

anytime whether shopping for your new 

car, to chat over a coffee, or just browse 

some of our unique inventory.

Segal Motorcar will also mark the arrival 

of spring by attending the Toronto 

Spring Collector car auction. Taking 

place from May 5-7, 2017 we will be 

selling several special interest vehicles 

at this event, some at no reserve. 

Updates will be posted on our website 

and at ccpauctions.com. Whether at 

our showroom or one of the many 

upcoming specialty car events, we look 

forward to helping you find something 

to get you to SPEED INTO SPRING. 

1.866.979.3126

1641 Langstaff Rd. E.
Concord, ON

www.segalmotorcar.com

STORY BY ED SCHINCARIOL

SPEED INTO 
SPRING
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ALEX GABRIAN
IMMORTALIZING DRIVER’S PASSION 

THROUGH CUSTOM ARTWORK

STORY BY KRISTA DEVERSON

M
illennials do things differently. 

Growing up in a world of rapid 

technological change and 

unprecedented invention, they 

have become masters of innovation 

themselves. They’ve learned to think 

outside the box in order to push the use 

of technology in creative and interesting 

ways to their own advantage. 

 

With the numerous ways Alex Gabrian 

has tapped into the power of the 

Internet to both improve his artistic 

knowledge and to market his stunning 

creations, he might well have earned 

the title Picasso of the new millennium. 

 

It started quite simply enough as a 

passion for painting, a hobby he shared 

with his Mom. He learned many of 

the basic techniques from her as they 

made abstract paintings for fun and 

occasionally for sale. But by high school, 

he found his spare time consumed by 

the desire to paint. He would go home 

at lunch and after school just to work 

on his art. 

 

After so much time spent in front of 

the canvas, Alex decided to pitch a 

business idea to the government’s 

summer program for entrepreneurs 

that would allow him to try working as 

an artist professionally. Following an 

application and interview process, his 

entrepreneurial venture was funded. He 

wasn’t sure where to begin exactly,but he 

started by purchasing one canvas. The 
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first painting was entirely experimental 

in order to develop a process. If he 

had any questions, he would search 

youtube and spend time learning about 

methods like how to use the resin that 

gives his artwork a smooth lustre. It  

was like a whole new world opened up 

to him. 

The entire process of learning and then 

applying his newfound knowledge 

was time-consuming. To the dismay 

of program organizers, it would take 

him all summer to complete this single 

work of art, a painting of a Mercedes 

Benz. All though he did not complete 

the piece within the time span of the 

program, he still managed to graduate. 

The experience allowed him to grow 

as an artist, learning more about 

painting and building on his techniques 

while developing a taste for the 

entrepreneurial venture. 

 

In his last year of high school, his passion 

for cars spurred him on to spend more 

time painting. He used his spare course 

slot in combination with an online 

course to make time in the afternoons 

for his artwork. After heading home at 

lunch, he often found himself working 

away in his home studio until two or 

three in the morning, losing all track of 

time. “When the day is interrupted, it’s 

hard to work. When you get to go from 

day to night, you’re in the zone and you 

just get it done,” he explains. Alex was 

so completely in the zone during that 

time that he fell behind on 50 of his 

online assignments. Although he knew 

that art was his professional calling, his 

high school diploma was still important. 

“I haven’t pulled so many all-nighters in 

my whole life!” he exclaims with relief- 

he finished everything just in time. 

 

It was around the same time that Alex 

reached out to Deadmau5, a popular 

Canadian electronic music producer 

and performer, online via Instagram. Alex 

had been following Deadmau5 on social 

media for a while and was intrigued 

when Deadmau5 posted about the blue 

McLaren P1 he had ordered. Alex offered 

to paint the hypercar in exchange for 

promotion on Deadmau5’s social media 

channels. The 8 x 4.5 foot painting 

of the McLaren P1 took Alex an entire 

semester to complete, but it got him the 

exposure he needed to begin building a 

name as an automotive artist. 

 

Except for a few of his early pieces, the 

majority of his portfolio is car-focused, 

a passion inherited by him and his 

brothers from his father’s immense 

love of cars, especially Ferrari. From 

an early age, the three of them would 

regularlyattend Montreal’s Formula 

One races, a yearly event that sticks 

in Alex’s mind. “Montreal is really nice 



116 AUTOSTRADA

and beautiful. Even Saturdays, after the 

qualifying rounds, it feels like the people 

are united throughout the city. The 

track is on an island and the only way 

to get there is to metro under the water. 

So the whole city is walking to the track. 

And the teams come. We spend time 

with the drivers. The city is alive.”

Because of these experiences, Alex 

went from wanting to design Ferraris 

in Europe to meticulously scaling cars 

down to fit onto a canvas. He perfects 

every line, every corner, every curve,  

so that it is as exact as possible. Although 

his process has become more efficient, 

a large painting can easily take 300 

hours to complete including building 

and reinforcing the canvas, scaling  

the car mathematically by hand, 

painting several coats, applying gold 

leaf, drying time, and the laborious 

epoxy resin coating. 

 

Now many of his paintings can be found 

hanging on dealership walls. They 

give the dealerships an upscale feeling 

while showcasing Alex’s art to potential 

customers. Alex particularly loves doing 

commissions for clients because every 

super car is unique to its owner, with 

different colour combinations and 

specifications. 

“It’s really more personal to have a 

painting like this of a car you’ve worked 

hard for and one that you cherish. To 

the owners, it’s something that they 

enjoy in life and the painting is a real 

personal connection for them, like a 

portrait of a wife or a child. Our cars 

mean a lot to us so I love the feeling of 

seeing someone with their car and the 

painting of it behind them.” Alex says of 

his passion. It’s a way of immortalizing 

the driver’s love for his or her car in a 

beautiful and one-of-a-kind way.
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Garage makeovers have become one of the 
most popular home improvement projects 
in recent years. This trend shows no signs 
of slowing down in 2017. In fact, The New 
York Times recently called it “the final 
frontier in home renovation”. Traditionally, 
the priority for home improvement 
projects has included redoing bathrooms, 
kitchens, and other rooms in the home, as 
well as finishing basements. The garage, 
once an afterthought in terms of a space 
worth upgrading, is now front-of-mind for 
homeowners looking to further enhance 
their living environment.       

Homeowners are increasingly appreciating 
the importance of having a garage space 
that’s well-organized and clean, in addition 
to having a modern aesthetic, all of which 
increases a home’s value. The rapidly 
growing garage improvement industry 
offers numerous solutions for significantly 
boosting the functionality and looks of this 
valuable home space. 

Sure, a new garage door really stands out 
to neighbours and passersby, but the area 
behind that door shouldn’t be overlooked, 

either. Owners of classic and high-end 
vehicles have been particularly embracing 
of the garage makeover trend.

The popularity of garage makeovers 
with auto and motorcycle enthusiasts 
makes perfect sense. After all, it’s rather 
self-defeating to spend big bucks on a 
Lamborghini, Tesla, or Harley-Davidson 
and then park these treasures in a 
dreary-looking environment that doesn’t 
complement their natural beauty. This  
is where garage makeover specialists like 
Garage Living step in. With thousands of 
garage remodels under their belt, including 
many high-end makeovers specifically 
tailored to auto enthusiasts, Garage Living 
has the expertise and vision to take garage 
makeovers to truly elite design levels.  

Each garage makeover presents its own 
unique set of challenges for Garage Living’s 
design experts. Will the framework of the 
garage need alterations to accommodate 
the customer’s design wishes? How 
will existing obstacles like a central vac 
system or ductwork fit into a makeover 
design scheme? Garage Living’s durable 

and glossy Floortex™ polyaspartic floor 
coating beautifully enhances any garage 
space, but what’s the best colour to use to 
complement the customer’s vehicles? 

The same consideration needs to be made 
for the addition of their high quality garage 
cabinetry. These are just some of the 
challenges that go into designing a new 
garage and there’s always new ones to  
be encountered. 

One of the common challenges Garage 
Living faces for any garage makeover is 
how to optimize storage space. As much 
as a garage’s shabby interior decor detracts 
from the looks of its contents, this problem 
is only multiplied when excess clutter is 
added to the mix. 

With smart organization and storage 
solutions like slatwall storage, specialty 
storage racks (such as overhead racks), 
and car lifts (which increase parking space), 
under utilized wall and vertical space can 
be employed to maximize a garage’s 
available storage space. These solutions 
make the garage easy to keep clean and 
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organized, so vehicles always have plenty 
of room for parking and storage.

Homeowners put a lot of time and thought 
into how their home looks because it’s a 
source of pride and a reflection of who they 
are. That attention and care has now shifted 
towards the garage. Whether it’s a middle-
class family looking to refresh their garage 
space or a high-end auto enthusiast eager 
to create a similarly high-end storage space 
for their prized possessions, homeowners 
now appreciate the big benefits of garage 
makeovers, in greater numbers than ever 
before.

Material and colour details 
GL Signature Cabinetry is in a taupe and 

granite trim finish with a maple butcher block 

countertop. Floortex® Floor Coating is in the 

colour khaki. Slatwall colour is taupe. Garage 

Living painted the space and installed LED 

valance lighting and LED ceiling lighting.

AFTER
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porschecentreoakville.com

Champions. Again.

Alegra Motorsports and Porsche Centre Oakville are celebrating another motorsport championship, 

winning the GTD class in the 2017 Rolex 24 at Daytona. The team of Carlos de Quesada, Michael de 

Quesada, Jesse Lazare, Michael Christensen and Porsche Centre Oakville motorsport ambassador and 

GT3 Cup champion Daniel Morad overcame early adversity to charge back in the final hours of the race 

to capture an amazing victory.

Porsche Centre Oakville
2250 South Service Road West
Oakville, Ontario L6L 5N1
Toll Free: 1.855.319.7534

Email: porsche@policaro.ca
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LUXURY 
THE MOMENT 
YOU ARRIVE

IMAGINE THE PERFECT DAY. It is a day with a journey. You are surrounded by 

the warmth of the sun and a gentle breeze, all under a perfect blue sky. It is a day 

well-spent complete with total freedom that follows you home. You are greeted 

with an embrace, that special welcome feeling that you have arrived.

HEAD OFFICE: 201 CHRISLEA ROAD, VAUGHAN, ONTARIO, L4L 8N6 |  1.877.850.8557

BOOK YOUR COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION AT GARAGELIVING.COM

FLOORINGCABINETRY ORGANIZERS GARAGE DOORS LIFTS

THE PASSION, HISTORY & JOURNEYTHE PASSION, HISTORY & JOURNEY

AUTOSTRADA
FORUM

8 INTO 1
HORST KROLL

ACROSS THE POND
ARNO SCHMIDT’S ASTON MARTIN DB6

THE COURSE OF TRUE LOVE
FAISAL HUDA’S ALFA ROMEO GT 1300 JUNIOR

ROBERT
WICKENS

THE PASSION, HISTORY & JOURNEY
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